Forensics & Criminal Behavior

Lab Notebook Checklist

Name_____________________________

Lab_______________________________

Evaluated by:_______________________

Overall Guidelines: 

_____The first few pages of your lab notebook should be left for a Table of Contents.  
_____All pages should be numbered in consecutive order. 

_____Left hand pages: This is where your preparatory work and rough work is recorded. 

_____Right hand pages: Record what actually was done in the lab, including all data.

_____Use ink at all times--do not write in pencil.

_____Strike out mistakes with a single line. Do not attempt to erase or deface any entry. 

_____Be as neat as possible.

_____Clearly labeled sections. 

_____Label and permanently attach graphs, photos, drawings, required handouts or other materials. 

Organization of Lab Notebooks: Lab notebooks should include the following sections.  
_____   Date

____   Experiment Title

___     Partner Name(s)

_____   Purpose:  The goal and reason for completing the experiment

 _____Introduction—with background information.


____Does the introduction set the context for the experiment?

____Does the introduction give background information and/or refer to previous   experiments?

_____   Methods

_____Step-by-step description of what you did.

_____Data you collected.

_____ Diagram of the apparatus used in the experiment when appropriate.
_____Sufficient detail to allow another student to repeat your procedures.  
_____ Manufacturer, model, and serial number of any equipment. 
Data & Results

_____Graphs or figures should have properly labeled axes including units.  

_____Every figure or graph should have a figure number and caption.  Captions have two parts: what the figure is and what it means.
_____Observations and numerical data should be labeled and tabulated sufficiently to provide an unambiguous understanding of what the data signifies.
_____Calculations shown in step-by-step manner. 
_____Table of results if appropriate.

_____Include computer file names for any graph, table, spreadsheet, etc.

Discussion

_____The Discussion describes what the results mean.
_____Use a positive statement to interpret your results in light of introduction.  

_____Draw conclusions from the experiment and relate these to the introduction
_____Refer to specific results and tables or figures in results section.

_____Avoid qualitative statements such as good, bad, right, and.
_____ Discussion of sources of error.

_____Suggest ways to minimize error in the future.

_____Suggest ideas for future experiments
