Forensics and Criminal Behavior
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Description: Why do people kill each other?  How is a crime scene analyzed?  How are crimes solved?  How can we prevent violent crime and murder?  This program will integrate sociological and forensic science perspectives to investigate crime and societal responses to it.  We will explore how social and cultural factors including race, class, and gender are associated with crime and criminal behavior.  Through our forensics investigations, we will examine subjects including biology, chemistry, geology, odontology, osteology, pathology, and physics.  We will study evidentiary techniques for crime scene analysis, DNA, blood splatter, ballistics, teeth, bones, and body remains.  This program will utilize hands-on laboratory and field approaches to the scientific methods used in crime scene investigation.  Students will learn to apply analytical, quantitative, and qualitative skills to collect and interpret evidence.  In addition to weekly writing and quantitative assignments, students will engage in research writing and conduct team projects in crime scene investigation.  

Faculty:  



Sharon Anthony

867-6654
anthonys@evergreen.edu


Toska Olson

867-6545
olsont@evergreen.edu


Rebecca Sunderman
867-6121
sundermr@evergreen.edu

Quarters: Fall, Winter, Spring
Class Standing: 60% first-year and 40% sophomore, upper class students if space allows.

Possible Credit awarded in: forensic science with lab, sociology of criminal behavior, writing

Total credits: 16 per quarter, all lower level

Prerequisites: Although there are no prerequisites for this program, general high school science and math will be helpful and is strongly recommended.

Special Expenses: none. 

Program Website:  Weekly schedules, contact information, assignment descriptions, and general program information will be posted and updated regularly on the program website (http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/fcb/).  

IMPORTANT NOTE: Students entering Winter quarter have missed some important skill development and knowledge acquisition.  To help you catch up, new students must complete the fall quarter final examination by Wednesday of the first week of classes.  You can find the answers to the exam questions in our program readings and lecture notes (the latter is available at the library circulation desk).  You can download the exam from our program web page.  We also strongly recommend that you complete the critical thinking review sheet, also available on the web page.  

Program Schedule for a Typical Week in Winter Quarter

NOTE: these class times and rooms are tentative—check the program web page for updates.

	Day of the Week 
	Time
	Activity
	Room

	Monday
	9:00 - 12:00 
	Lecture
	LH 04 

	 
	1:00 - 3:00 
	Lecture
	LH 04 

	Tuesday
	8:00 or 9:00 
- 12:00 
	Lab (8:00 start) or Workshop (9:00 start) 
	Lab: Lab 2, 1234 & 1241
Wkshop: Sem II A 1107 

	 
	1:00 - 5:00 
	Lab or Workshop 
	Lab: Lab 2, 1234 & 1241
Wkshop: Library 1540

	Wednesday
	10:00 - 12:00 
	Seminar
	Sharon: Lab I, 3051
Toska: Lab 2, 2211 
Rebecca: Lab I, 1059 

	Your Choice 
	tba: two hours 
	Unwind / Reflect / Debrief 
	tba


Text books and Supplies for Winter Quarter

Blanche on the Lam by Barbara Neely, Penguin ISBN 0-14-017439-7

The Casebook of Forensic Detection by Colin Evans, Wiley, 0-471-28369-x (used in fall, winter and spring)

Class, Race, Gender, and Crime:  Social Realities of Justice in America by Barak, Gregg, Jeanne Flavin, and Paul Leighton 2001, Roxbury Pub. Co.  ISBN: 1-891487-34-5…DO NOT PURCHASE THIS BOOK YET. A NEW EDITION IS AVALIABLE AND WE ARE STILL MAKING DECISIONS.
Corpse:  Nature, Forensics, and the Struggle to Pinpoint Time of Death by Jessica Snyder Sachs, Perseus Books Group, ISBN 0738207713 

Death’s Acre, by Bill Bass and Jon Jefferson, Penguin, ISBN 0-425-19832-4

Forensic Science edited by Stuart H. James and Jon J. Nordby; 2nd Edition, CRC press, ISBN 0-8493-2747-4 (used in fall, winter, and spring)

Profiling Violent Crimes: An Investigative Tool. By Ronald M. Holmes and Stephen T. Holmes.  2002.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  (3rd edition). ISBN Paperback: 0761925945

The Search, by Iris Johansen, Mass market paperback, Bantam, ISBN 0553589482

Scientific Calculator 

Laboratory Safety Glasses or Safety Goggles (can be found in bookstore)

Laboratory Notebook (Lab notebooks should have a sturdy cover and paper; the pages MUST be sewn in. Composition books would be fine. A formal (expensive) lab notebook is not required. Loose-leaf paper is not acceptable.) 
Tentative Winter Quarter Assignments
Persuasive Argument Research and/or Essays ...You will use evidence from the literature to argue persuasively about controversial topics in criminology and forensic science.

Seminar ...During winter quarter we will be reading, reflecting on, and discussing several texts in our exploration of forensic science and the sociology of race, class, gender, and crime. There will be a different type of seminar assignment each week.  Reading the appropriate text is a part of each seminar assignment. You will be doing additional readings to prepare for class lectures.
Seminar Week 1: Death’s Acre & Barak et al. ch. 1 (“Crime, Inequality, and Justice”)
Seminar Week 2: Corpse
Seminar Week 3: Barak et al.  ch. 2 (“Class: Habitually Unequal Offenders”) & ch. 3
                              (“Race: Separate but Unequal”)
Seminar Week 4: The Search
Seminar Week 5: Barak et al. ch. 4 (“Gender: Equality with a Vengeance”) & 
                             Messerschmidt “’Boys will be Boys’ Differently” (copy from library reserve)
Seminar Week 6: Blanche on the Lam
Seminar Week 7: Barak et al. ch. 5 (“Intersections: Spheres of Privilege and Inequality”) 
Seminar Week 8: Profiling Violent Crimes:  An Investigative Tool 
Seminar Week 9: Barak et al. ch. 6 (“Crime, Justice, and Policy”) & “The Death of
                              Innocents” (copy from library reserve)
Laboratory...Hands-on laboratory work is essential to achieve an understanding of Forensic Science. In the process of working in the lab you will learn how to maintain a scientific laboratory notebook.  Lab notebook entries will be due weekly. 
Crime Scene Investigation:  You will investigate a crime, using the forensic science and profiling tools you have acquired throughout the fall and winter quarters.

Sociology Fieldwork: …You will be conducting two fieldwork assignments to sharpen your observation and sociological interpretation skills.

Self-Selected Activity ...The material explored in this program can be disturbing. It is important to your faculty that you have a release activity. This outlet will be self-selected and groups will be established on the first day of class. 
Additional Items... Other assignments include creating questions for guest speakers, critical thinking activities, a crime scene analysis, and a final exam.  
Readings for First Week of Classes
For Monday:

Forensic Science -- portions of chapters 10 & 16 

Barak et al. ch. 1 “Crime, Inequality, and Justice” (pgs 1-24) 
For Wednesday: 

Death’s Acre by Bill Bass and Jon Jefferson

