FCB Spring 2007

Alternate assignment for students not going to prison

Who?

Students who miss the prison field trip must complete the following make-up assignment.  We encourage all students to do this assignment, but it is required only for those who couldn’t attend the field trip.  

When?

Because it may take some time on your part to organize this activity, you can submit this write-up as part of your final reflection log, due week 10 with your program portfolio.

What?  Choose EITHER option 1 OR option 2.

Option 1: Spend 4 hours watching hearings at the supreme court, superior court, district court, municipal court, or family and juvenile court.  You can find more information about these courts (including their locations, phone numbers, and sometimes their court schedule) online at http://www.courts.wa.gov/court_dir/orgs/293.html

Take notes as you watch the case(s).  Record the date and times of your observations.  Describe the setting, the audience, the cases, the roles and activities of people in the courtroom, the outcomes, and your impressions of your experience.  Type these notes in your reflection log, and then use your experience to discuss 1) what you’ve learned about the criminal justice system, 2) what you’ve learned about ethical issues in criminal justice, 3) how this experience has made an impact on you, and 4) how our program readings help contextualize and enrich your experience (use direct quotes).

Option 2: Spend 4 hours doing a police ride-along.  Contact the Evergreen police, Olympia police, or Sheriff’s department and request a citizen ride-along.  You may need to fill out an application form, so begin your scheduling attempts immediately.

Take notes as you observe and chat with the officer(s).  Record the date and times of your observations.  Describe what you see and hear, the cases, roles and activities of the people involved, the outcomes, and your impressions of your experience.  Type these notes in your reflection log, and then use your experience to discuss 1) what you’ve learned about the criminal justice system, 2) what you’ve learned about ethical issues in criminal justice, 3) how this experience has made an impact on you, and 4) how our program readings help contextualize and enrich your experience (use direct quotes).

This assignment is due as part of your final reflection log, with your final program portfolio.

