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Spring 2007 Group Project for Forensics & Criminal Behavior

Faculty: Sharon Anthony, Toska Olson, and Rebecca Sunderman

You have studied techniques of evidence collection, crime scene analysis, profiling, and crime scene investigation.  You’ve spent many hours analyzing evidence in the laboratory.  During winter quarter you applied many of these topics during the crime scene investigation assignment.  Now, you have the chance to apply all that you know as you create, investigate, and solve a fictional murder.  This quarter you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with four to six peers in a three-phase, eight credit group project.

This project combines forensic science and a variety of social science disciplines.  Student teams of 4-6 people will: (1) Invent a murder scene scenario including characters, backgrounds, and all the details. In addition, each member of the team is a suspect/witness to the crime. (2) Determine the evidence and props needed for the scene such as items to plant, personal items to enable criminal investigative analysis, medical examiner reports, etc. (3) Set-up the scene and plant evidence. (4) Investigate another team’s scene. (5) Be interviewed by the investigating team, while in character. (6) Interview and collect evidence from suspects and witnesses. (7) Complete laboratory analysis of all evidence. (8) Present  their case solution to the jury.

Weekly Schedule and Time Involvement

We are expecting 20-24 hours a week devoted to this project.  Some of that time is scheduled class time and some of the time will take place outside of class.  The outside of class time includes individual work and work with your small group.  All Tuesdays are crime project days, and you will be required to be on campus the entire day from either 8:30 AM or 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Class begins at 8:30 AM on weeks 1, 4, 6, 7, and 8.  There will be some activities involving all 16-credit students and some activities when you will be with just your small team.  Be sure to look at the weekly schedule for room locations.

General Assignment Expectations

Except for the minutes notebook, all assignments should be typed.  Assignments are expected to be well-written, with no typos and solid sentence structure.  Be sure you are submitting the best work possible.

There are a few restrictions surrounding what type of murder you create.  First, the murder victim must be an adult.  Second, the murder cannot incorporate sexual assault or genital mutilation.  Third, there will be some limitations on what type of evidence can be planted based on your room.  

General Quarter Breakdown

Weeks One and Two:

During weeks one and two you will be forming teams, actively building team solidarity, establishing team covenants, developing skills and comfort with acting, and creating a fictional murder.  

Weeks Three, Four, and Five:

You will finalize the fictional crime story, prepare all necessary documents to support the story, and both organize and obtain all the evidence that will need to be planted.  

Week Six:

You will set up your crime scene in the morning, investigate another team’s scene in the afternoon, and then clean-up your crime scene.  

Weeks Seven and Eight:

You will be solving your case and providing information to the group investigating the scene you created.  The laboratory will be open during these weeks.  In addition, your team will be interviewing suspects/witnesses from the case you are trying to solve, and individually you will be interviewed in-character by the team trying to solve your case. 

Week Nine:

You will be finalizing your case solution and preparing for the jury presentation.  

Week Ten:

You will present your findings to the jury..

The Minutes Notebook

We will supply your group with a minutes notebook.  At each and every team meeting, a designated person will need to record the minutes of your meeting.  This responsibility should rotate every week, so that each person gets the opportunity to record the minutes.  There are a variety of acceptable ways to keep minutes.  The exact style you use is up to you.  All records should be legible, organized, and written in ink.  Regardless of style, each meeting’s entry should contain the following items.  

· Date, start, and end time of the meeting.

· The name of the minutes taker.

· A list of those in attendance and those who arrived late.

· A short summation of the new work that each individual brought with them.

· An account of the topics discussed.

· A short summation of the next set of goals of the group and the individual assignments for each person so that the goals can be reached. (It will be these individual assignments that will be summarized at the beginning of your next meeting.)

Taking minutes is a good skill to practice.  Help each other out as your team maintains the minutes notebook.  Even though individuals are recording the minutes, the minutes notebook reflects the work of the entire team.  Photocopies of the minutes notebook are due week four and week eight.  The entire minutes notebook should be submitted week ten.

Team Covenants

Your team will establish a covenant for this project.  (We will assist you with this process.)  The team covenant will address items of accountability, absences, and a variety of other team dynamics issues.  Team covenants will be completed and submitted by the end of the day Tuesday, of week two.

Self, Peer, Overall Team, and Project Evaluations

At four points throughout the quarter, each individual is responsible for submitting a “Forensic Team Project Evaluation Form.”  This form will be posted online at our program website, http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/fcb/ .  Be certain you print out the correct form, as the forms may be different for the week three, week five, week seven, and week ten submission date.

PART ONE: Creating the Scene 

During weeks one through five, your team will create a fictional murder scene.  As a team you’ll establish a location, a 9-1-1 transcript, a motive, witness/suspect statements (all team members are suspects/witnesses), a crime classification—profiling and crime analysis—explanation, generate a Medical Examiner Report, and both determine and create necessary evidence.

Description of the Crime:  Use narrative prose to describe the setting, the crime, the motive, the suspects, the witnesses, the weapons, the specifics of the crime scene, the on-and-on-and-on.

9-1-1 Transcript:  This is a record of the emergency call taken by the 9-1-1 operator.  It contains the only information the first responders have before they enter the crime scene.

Witness/Suspect Statements:  This will be a collection of statements. Each team member is a character that was present when the crime took place.  A statement from each witness must be created.  This statement will not be distributed to those trying to solve your case.  This statement is about building your character and clarifying what information your character knows and doesn’t know.  This statement provides the basis for the ONLY information that can be provided during the interview process.  Some important considerations would be (1) why was the person present? (2) how does the person know the victim? (3) how long has the person known the victim? (4) who is this person? (5) what is the history of this person?  All characters should be fictional characters with fictional names, personalities, etc.

Crime Classification—Profiling and Criminal Investigative Analysis—Explanation : Your fictional murder must make sense from a crime analysis perspective.  It will be necessary to utilize chapter 6 (pgs 93-260) of the Crime Classification Manual, available at library reserve.  In generating your scene be mindful of the CCM code # you are trying to represent.  It is crucial that you provide enough behavioral evidence at the scene for the team investigating your crime to be able to develop an accurate reconstruction.  

A. Crime Classification Code?
What is the CCM code # for the fictional murder your team designed?

B. What?
Examine the team “description of the crime.”  Provide specific details about your scene and explain the connection between those details so you can clearly show through the non-physical evidence what occurred before, during, and after the crime.  (Key items to think about would be offender sophistication, level of offender risk, and appropriate elements that may signify a signature.)

C. Why?
Examine the team “description of the crime.”  Using specific details from the scene as examples, discuss the motivations for the crime.  Why this particular victim?  Why at this time?  Why at this location? Why in this manner?  How will you provide clues for the investigative team so they can understand your offender’s motivation?

D. Who?
Examine the team “description of the crime.”  Provide specific details about how your scene suggests what type of offender the detectives should be looking for.  This element of the assignment is very important; pay close attention to the details here to make sure your crime scene leads the investigative team only in the direction you want them to go.  The purpose of this assignment is to develop everyone’s knowledge of forensic science and criminal behavior, not to “stump” your classmates.

Medical Examiner Report:  There is an online form at the program website for your group to download and complete.  This document should describe the autopsy information including the time-of-death estimate, cause of death, mechanism of death, a diagram of injuries, and autopsy comments.  Additional information that should be prepared with this report include toxicology results, stomach contents, trace evidence found on the body, evidence from clothing, shoe impressions, etc.  The entire form needs to be submitted to faculty.  Only the top page will be given to investigators.  (The additional information could all be disclosed to investigators who ask the appropriate questions.)  

Evidence List:  Provide a detailed list of all evidence that your team plans to place at the crime scene.  Include with each item a description of that item’s role or importance to the case.  Any false or misleading evidence must have a justifiable reason to be in the scene.

PART TWO: The Investigation

On Tuesday of week six, your team will have from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM to set up your crime scene.  (Once the crime scene is established, it is important that someone always be at the scene. Please plan to bring a sack lunch and eat just outside your room.)  Teams will have between 12:00 PM and 3:30 PM to investigate another crime scene.  The protocol for who will investigate what scene and how all team members will get to their scenes, while maintaining someone always being present at each scene, will be discussed in class during week four.  From 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM teams will be cleaning up the scene they created.  This will be a very long and very full day; please plan accordingly.
It is the responsibility of each team to bring a fully stocked investigation kit (checked out from lab stores), a digital camera, and any other materials deemed necessary to demonstrate a solid understanding of crime scene investigation techniques.

Interviews will be scheduled and will take place in weeks seven and eight.  Questions for the medical examiner can be submitted to appropriate groups during weeks six, seven, and eight.  Open laboratory time is available between 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Tuesdays during weeks seven and eight.

Criminal Investigative Analysis:  Before analyzing any evidence in the laboratory, your team should construct a criminal investigative analysis that addresses all of the following questions.
  

A. What?
What happened before, during, and after the crime?  See the CCM crime classification worksheet (pgs. 14-15) for examples of information to include in your reconstruction.  (Crime scene reconstruction may provide clues about level of offender sophistication, level of risk taken by the offender, and actions that took place that were not necessary to complete the intended outcome of the crime, which will demonstrate a ritualistic element that may signify a signature.)  

B. Why?
Speculate on the motivations for this crime:  Why did the particular crime happen?  (e.g., Was the motive material gain?  Emotional conflict?) Why did this crime happen to this particular victim?  Why at this time?  Why at this location?  Why in this manner?  

C. Who?
Based upon all the evidence, speculate on the characteristics of someone who would commit such a crime.   What type of offender should detectives be looking for?

Laboratory Findings Report :  This document should include all of your laboratory findings, the useful and the not so useful.  We would like you to divide this report into three sections.

A. Overall Evidence Documentation
Prepare a diagram or sketch of the crime scene along with a legend to show the location of each item of evidence you analyzed in the lab.  Include labeled copies of crime scene photographs as necessary.

B. Chart of Evidence Specifics
Download the “Chart of Evidence Specifics” from the program website.  (Open the file in Word and fill it in electronically.)  On this chart you will briefly describe each piece of evidence, where it was found, who collected it, how it was protected from contamination, what tests were performed on it, and the results of your analysis.

C. Summary Statement
Write a summary statement describing what can be determined from the experimental work that can assist in solving the case.  Include any and all suspects/witnesses who have been eliminated or implicated based on the laboratory analyses. (There may be some contradictory information--that is fine.  This summary is not your conclusion as to who is guilty; this statement is a summary of the lab analyses performed.)

Interview Questions:  Prepare a list of questions for all suspects/witnesses.  You may have some questions to ask all suspects and you may have specific questions for only some of the suspects.  This list does not represent the only things you can ask, but it will give you a good starting point for the interviews.

Interview Account:  This will be a collection of interview transcripts that your group has obtained, and a group summary of the information learned from those interviews.  The summation should indicate the reliability of each witness, the contradictions between statements, the damning information, and anything else you feel is significant.  

PART THREE: The Presentation

Presentations for all groups will take place on Tuesday, June 5th (week 10).  Class will run from 9-11, 12-2, and 3-5 for this day.  This will be a long and full day; please plan accordingly.  Each team will have 45 minutes to present their case to the jury.  The jury, or audience, will be composed of peers from the program.  Audience members will also provide presentation feedback comments.  Every presentation should include an introduction to the case, a reconstruction of events, important evidence exhibits, and a summary explanation for your solution.  How you choose to present these items is up to you.  As the presentation date gets closer, faculty will provide consultation for your presentation ideas. (Jury sheets and presentation feedback sheets will be distributed the morning of June 5th.)  

SUMMARY OF DUE DATES

Unless specified, assume that all the items below are due at the beginning of the day on Tuesday of the appropriate week.  Faculty will collect these items from your group at some time during the scheduled day.  

WEEK TWO 

· Individually: One or two prepared pages with two or three crime classifications that interest you and explanations for your interest. (We suggest that you bring a copy of the Crime Classification Manual excerpt with you to class Tuesday.)

· As a team:  Team Covenant (This will be due at the end of class.)

WEEK THREE 

· Individually: Forensic Team Project Evaluation Form

· As a team: Preliminary draft of the “Description of the Crime”

· As a team:  Preliminary draft of the “9-1-1 transcript”

· As a team: Preliminary draft of the “Witness/Suspect Statements”

· As a team: Preliminary draft of the “Crime Classification—Profiling and Crime Analysis—Explanation”
WEEK FOUR 

· As a team: Photocopies of the Minutes Notebook

· As a team: Description of the Crime

· As a team:  9-1-1 transcript

· As a team: Witness/Suspect Statements

· As a team: Crime Classification—Profiling and Crime Analysis—Explanation
· As a team: Medical Examiner Report
· As a team: Evidence List
WEEK FIVE 

· Individually: Forensic Team Project Evaluation Form

WEEK SIX 

· As a team: Set up your crime scene and leave three handouts (the 9-1-1 transcript, the top page of the Medical Examiner Report, and a short list of suspects/witnesses)

· As a team: Investigate another group’s crime scene

WEEK SEVEN 

· Individually: Forensic Team Project Evaluation Form

· As a team: Interview Questions

· As a team: Criminal Investigative Analysis

WEEK EIGHT

· As a team: Photocopies of the Minutes Notebook

WEEK NINE 

· Individually: Ideas/Outline/Sketches for your envisioning of the team presentation

· As a team: Laboratory Findings Report

· As a team: Interview Account

WEEK TEN 

· Individually: Forensic Team Project Evaluation Form

· As a team: Present your case

· As a team: Minutes Notebook

· Individually: Presentation Feedback Form (will be handed and completed in class)
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