Seminar Assignments (Spring 2007)

Throughout the year we have assigned a variety of seminar assignment formats including discussion questions, thesis statements with text support, and creative responses.  This quarter we are giving you the option of choosing what type of seminar assignment you would like to complete.  Regardless of what assignment style you choose, you need to demonstrate that you have completed and understood the readings and can apply them to other program materials.  If you have been in the program fall or winter quarters, you should apply the texts to material from other quarters.  Each week, you need to complete an assignment selected from the options below.  Your seminar group, not just the faculty, is the audience for your work.  So be prepared to read, present, or explain your work to the class.

Discussion questions:

Create three discussion questions.  

General Guidelines and Preparation for Discussion Questions

1. As you are reading each program article, chapter, or book, keep a journal of reflections and notes, sketches, and diagrams, or write questions and notes to yourself in the margins. Focus on finding the author's main points and what arguments, reasons, or evidence she/he uses to support these main points. Also ask yourself the following questions: Why does the author bother to make this point (why does s/he think it matters)? Are the author's arguments good, in that his/her premises or evidence support(s) the conclusion or main point?  Why or why not? What is the most important or interesting argument in the reading? And finally, what links can you find between the program's lecture topics (for the current and/or previous weeks), workshops, and the seminar readings?  These questions can inform your participation for seminar as well as your seminar assignments.

2. After you've finished each reading, compose a list of questions and problems you want to discuss in the next seminar. These questions and problems might include clarifying questions (e.g., what you did not understand in the reading), discussion questions (e.g., open‑ended questions that have no clear answer and will provoke interesting conversations), and observations about the author's main points or arguments. Include a notation about what specific places (pages) in the text motivate each question and observation. Separate your discussion questions from your personal opinion about the readings; you will have an opportunity to say whether or why you personally agreed or disagreed with the author's position, but this is not the major purpose of discussion questions.

3. Finish your list well before seminar, and take time to let the questions percolate. Your questions, thoughts, and connections will form the basis our seminar discussions, so be sure they represent your finest thoughts and inquiries about the readings.

Thesis Statement with text support

1. Construct a persuasive thesis statement. 

2. Provide a list of at least three text-supported points that support your thesis from the week’s readings (quote the evidence and cite the page number) and three text-supported points countering your thesis.  Your support for your thesis should be text-based, not based in opinion or rhetoric.

Creative Display

Create a visual display identifying what you feel are critical components of the week’s reading.  

Seminar Paper

For students who are interested in improving your writing, writing seminar papers would be a good choice of seminar assignment.  Your seminar paper should consist primarily of an analysis of the text for that week's seminar, rather than a personal reflection on the material.  It should take into account the following questions: 
  

· What is the author's main point?

· What did you learn from the book? 

· How do you make sense of this reading in the context of other elements of the program (e.g. readings, guest lectures, etc.)?

· What question/issue stimulated by the reading would you like to bring to the discussion? (Note:  You do not need to know the answer to the question.  The purpose of bringing the question/issue to the class is to jointly explore possible answers and interpretations).  

· Why is the question significant for our understanding of the text and of program themes? 

What we do not want you to write about is whether or not you liked the text.  What we do want you to address is what is important about the text.  This seminar paper should be typed, double-spaced and no more than 3 pages long.  Your paper should include specific references to the text.

