Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Spring 2007
Criminal Justice in Action  peer teaching assignment
We often learn something best when we teach it to others.  For this assignment, your seminar group will lead a review of a specific segment of the criminal justice system (law enforcement, courts, or corrections).  As individuals, you will specialize in one chapter from Criminal Justice In Action.  You will collaborate with others in your seminar to determine the central content of your text section (which involves 3 or 4 text chapters).  Your seminar group will determine how best to review this content and how to make the ethical issues raised in the text memorable for the students.  Each seminar will lead a review game and ethical issue discussion for the rest of the class on Monday, May 14th (week 7).  You can assume that your students will have already read the chapters.  Learning information in this fashion is not a substitute for reading the chapters on your own, but it’s a fun way to get involved in the material.

You will have no more than 35 minutes to teach about your chapter, answer your students’ questions, lead a discussion of an important ethical issue raised by the text, and present your conclusions.  Please plan accordingly.

NOTE: We will devote some time in seminar for preparation.  It is essential that you come prepared to work on this during seminar, as we will be doing this project in addition to our regularly-scheduled seminar activities.

Peer teaching structure and content

· Sharon’s seminar: “Police and Law Enforcement” (chapters 5, 6, and 7).

· Rebecca’s seminar: “Criminal Courts” (chapters 8, 9, and 10).

· Toska’s seminar: “Corrections” and “The Juvenile Justice System” (chapters 11, 12, 13, and 14).

1.  Weds, April 11 (week 2): Sign up for a chapter within your topic area (during seminar).  

2.  Weds, April 18 (week 3): Meet during seminar with other people who’ve read the same chapter.  

Bring to seminar: 4 copies (for each member of your chapter group and your seminar faculty):

a. Main points of the chapter: What is the important information that students will need to know in order to be informed citizens?  Include definitions, descriptions, and statistics, but focus less on the details and more on the materials that will be useful to us in our daily lives after we finish this program.

b. Written proposal for how to teach this material in an engaging and memorable way.  We highly recommend a game format that will involve all the students.  Be specific.

c. A list of discussion questions about the ethical issues raised in your chapter (include text citations) and a proposal for how to address these issues during your presentation.  

During this brief seminar meeting you will agree on the main points you want to cover from this chapter, one or two ethical issues you want to discuss, and a proposal for how to teach this material.  Assign one person the task of compiling this information for the seminar group; this write-up is due Monday, April 23rd (week 4) at 9 a.m.  Assign a different person the task of copying this write-up and quietly distributing it to each member of your seminar and to your seminar faculty on this due date during the afternoon guest lecture.

3.  Weds, May 2nd (week 5): Come to seminar having read all chapter group handouts and highlighted the points and issues you think are most crucial.  Remember to focus on the important information that will be useful to us in our daily lives after we finish this program.  At this brief meeting, your seminar will agree on the content and structure of your peer teaching session, so please come prepared.  If the technology is working during the peer teaching session, you will have access to computer projection, DVD, VHS, cassette tape, CD, and the document camera.

You will need to assign various tasks during this meeting.  You will need to rely on each other to complete this work in a short time span, so please don’t let your seminar members down.  Your goal should be an equitable division of labor, and everyone in the seminar should play a role in this project even if each person is not actively running the game during the peer teaching session.  At the very least, assign one or more people to each of the following tasks (which must be completed in draft form by the following Monday).  Keep track of the division of labor.

· Who will compile all of the information you will cover during your review session/game? (You must email this to the review game designer and presentation summary writer by noon on Friday, May 4th.)

· Who will use this information to design the 15-minute review game? (Due Monday, May 7th.)  

· Who will prepare for the discussion of the major ethical issue(s) raised in your text section?  Your seminar should decide now what (specifically) is entailed in this preparation.  (Due Monday, May 7th.)

· Who will write the overall introduction, summary, and conclusion for your group presentation?  (Due Monday, May 7th.)

· Who will be the peer-teaching session emcee (introducing the presentation, creating seamless transitions between review game and ethical discussion, summarizing the material, concluding the presentation, and making sure the presentation is completed within the allotted time)?

· Who will run the review session/game during the peer-teaching session?

· Who will run the discussion of the ethical issue(s), making sure that students stay on track and that everyone has a chance to voice their opinions?

4.  Monday, May 7 (week 6): We will do a quick run-through of the peer-teaching presentation during seminar.  This is the time to iron out any wrinkles; most of the preparatory work should be finished before this meeting.  Everyone in the seminar should collaborate to make sure the content of the presentation represents the information in the text chapters.  

The members of your seminar group responsible for running the peer-teaching session may wish to meet outside of class this week in order to practice and time the presentation.  We will need to stop you if your presentation runs long, so please time your work carefully.  You will have no more than 35 minutes in total for your presentation.

5.  Monday, May 14 (week 7):  Peer teaching session.  We will begin on time, so the “Law Enforcement” group (Sharon’s seminar) should be set up and ready to go when class begins.  Please be respectful of your classmates and arrive on time and with enthusiasm today.

Due dates (see above for assignment specifics):

Weds, April 18 (week 3): 4 copies of independent teaching preparation materials.  Submit one copy to your seminar faculty and give a copy to each member of your chapter group.

Monday, April 23rd at 9 a.m. (week 4): compilation of individual chapter assignments (main points of chapter, ethical issues to discuss, teaching proposal).  Only one person from each chapter group will complete this assignment.  A different person from your chapter group will quietly distribute this compilation to every member of your seminar and to your seminar faculty during the afternoon lecture today.

Weds, May 2nd (week 5): come to seminar having read all chapter group handouts and highlighted the points and issues you think are most crucial.  

Friday, May 4th at noon (week 5): compilation of all topic chapter main points due via email to review game designer and to presentation summary writer.  Only one or two people from each seminar will complete this assignment.  

Monday, May 7th (week 6): working drafts of entire review game; ethical issue discussion preparation; and presentation introduction, summary, and conclusion.  Only one or two people from each seminar will complete each of these assignments.  Bring copies of your assignments for everyone in seminar (including your faculty).

Monday, May 14 (week 7):  Peer teaching session.  Not everyone from your seminar will be taking the front stage in this presentation, since some of you will have contributed to the back stage work. 

DUE: peer teaching division of labor and group evaluation form (see below).

Please direct any questions, suggestions, concerns, etc. to Toska.  

FCB Spring 2007  peer teaching division of labor and group evaluation form (due Monday, May 14th)

Please add additional comments wherever you’d like.  

1. Your name:

2. What chapter did you review for your independent work?

3. Of those who read the same chapter, who compiled the information for the seminar group?

4. Who distributed this compilation to the seminar group during week 4?

5. Who compiled all of the information from your seminar’s chapters to prepare for the review session/game?  Did s/he/they complete this task well and on time? 

6. Who designed the 15-20 minute review game?  Did s/he/they complete this task well and on time?

7. Who prepared for the discussion of the major ethical issue(s) raised in your text section?  Did s/he/they complete this task well and on time?

8. Who wrote the overall introduction, summary, and conclusion for your seminar’s peer-teaching presentation?  Did s/he/they complete this task well and on time?

9. Who was the peer-teaching session emcee?  Was s/he well-prepared and competent?

10. Who ran the review session/game during the peer-teaching session?  Was s/he well-prepared and competent?

11. Who ran the discussion of the ethical issue(s)?  Was s/he well-prepared and competent?

12. Did anyone in the seminar do an extraordinary job?  Did anyone fall short of the group’s expectations?  Please explain.

13. What feedback do you have about this project?

