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race, crime, and social disorganization theory

film  Race: The Power of an Illusion, episode 3

note: TV content analysis due next Monday at 1:00

---------
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Link between race and violent crime

· leading cause of death among young black males:
· lifetime risk of being murdered 

· black males:
· white males:
· “a resident of rural Bangladesh has a greater chance of surviving to age 40 than does a black male in Harlem” (Sampson and Wilson 126)

Why?

Communities and neighborhoods

1. Describe the characteristics of the neighborhood(s) where you grew up.
2. What types of social controls might exist in these neighborhoods (e.g., pressure to obey rules)?
3. How much and what type of deviance might arise in these neighborhoods?

SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION THEORY

· communities with fewer social controls have higher rates of deviance than those with many controls

· macro-level theory

social disorganization theorists ask:

What is it about community structures and cultures that produce differential rates of crime?

general answer:

Deviance is a result of the breakdown in those characteristics of neighborhoods that control the behavior of neighborhood members.

Q: what are some aspects of the structure of a neighborhood that might control the behavior of its members?

“disorganized” communities have:

Because of social disorganization and weak social controls, certain areas will have higher rates of crime

· regardless of the individuals that live there

· even if the entire population turns over

What leads to social disorganization? How is this related to race and crime?

Regardless of race, residents of inner-city neighborhoods have less access to

Racial differences in crime rates exist because:

e.g., Sampson and Wilson looked at “concentrations of social dislocations by race”

 (living in poverty; families headed by single parents) 

“In not one city over 100,000 in the United States do blacks live in ecological equality with whites when it comes to these basic features of economic and family organization. . . . [r]acial differences in poverty and family disruption are so strong that the ‘worst’ urban contexts in which whites reside are considerably better than the average context of black communities” (129).

A transformation of the inner city has resulted in a concentration of poor, black, female-headed families in areas of extreme poverty.
structural shifts (the process of social disorganization):
· deindustrialization of cities => prolonged joblessness, esp. for black men

· replacement of property owners with rentals

· middle- and upper-income black family exodus

· basic institutions suffer or leave 

· deviance flourishes 

additional factors:

· racial discrimination in housing markets

· poorly-maintained public housing

“public housing is a federally funded, physically permanent institution for the isolation of black families by race and class” (130).

Sampson’s and Wilson’s conclusions

macrostructural forces “have combined to concentrate urban black poverty and family disruption in the inner city” (130).

these factors include:

these forces result in:

how do these forces contribute to higher crime rates in these areas?

In a nutshell,

Black rates of violent crime are higher than white rates because more blacks than whites live in “communities characterized by 1) structural social disorganization and 2) cultural social isolation, both of which stem from the concentration of poverty, family disruption, and residential instability” (131).

SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION AND PUBLIC POLICY

Healthy communities with low crime rates need social organization: 

How can we reduce levels of social disorganization and the resultant deviant behavior?  


Policy implications:

· Preserve residential boundaries; stricter zoning laws 

· Help people to own and maintain their own homes

· Attract and strengthen social controls 

Social disorganization theory and “Race: The Power of an Illusion” episode 3 

Sampson and Wilson:

· inadequate maintenance of public housing has led to urban neighborhood decline

· racial discrimination in the housing market (bank redlining, real estate block-busting) has contributed to residential inequalities and the social isolation of poor black populations

· these factors “have in all likelihood contributed to crime through neighborhood deterioration, forced migration, and instability” (133)

1. What does residential segregation have to do with crime? 

2. Why is this film relevant to social disorganization theory?
