Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Winter 2007   



DUE Monday, Jan 22 at 1 p.m.

Guiding question: Is there racial inequality in U.S. imprisonment rates?

A.  What does the racial difference in imprisonment look like in relative terms?  

(i.e., relative to the entire prison population)

Calculate the percentages and draw a pie chart to represent your results.

TABLE 1: Number of adults held in state or federal prisons or in local jails, by race, for selected years.

(in thousands, where 1,861=1,861,000)

	
	Total prison population1
	White2
	Black2
	Hispanic

	1984
	n/a
	371
	301
	n/a

	1999
	1,861
	664
	825
	319

	2003
	2,079
	741
	899
	392


n/a: not available

1Includes other races not shown

2Not-Hispanic

What percent of the total prison population in 2003 was composed of whites, Blacks, and Hispanics?

Whites: 741/2079=.356=35.6% of the prison population

Blacks/African-Americans: 

Hispanics/Latinos: 

Other (100% minus the total of percentages from above): 

Prison and Jail Inmates by Race, 2003



KEY
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At this point in your examination, does it seem that there is racial inequality in imprisonment?  Why/why not?

B. What happens if we compare imprisonment percents with the racial composition of the U.S.?

TABLE 2: Racial composition of the U.S. in selected years.  

(in thousands, where 235,825 represents 235,825,000)

	
	Total U.S. population1
	White2
	Black2
	Hispanic3

	1984
	235,825
	184,243
	27,444
	17,640

	1999
	272,691
	196,049
	33,092
	31,337

	2002
	288,369

	196,845

	36,746
	38,761


1Includes other races not shown

2Not-Hispanic

3Could be any race

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports
Calculate the percentages for 2002 and draw a new pie chart to represent your results.

In 2002, what percent of all Americans were white?  196,845/288,369=68.3%

In 2002, what percent of all Americans were Black/African-American?  

In 2002, what percent of all Americans were Hispanic/Latino?  

In 2002, what percent of all Americans were of another race? 

Racial composition of the United States, 2002
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FILL IN THE BLANKS TO COMPARE

Whites make up _______% of the U.S. population and _______% of the prison population

Blacks/African-Americans make up ______% of the U.S. population and _______% of the prison population

Hispanics/Latinos make up _______% of the U.S. population and _______% of the prison population

Other races make up _______% of the U.S. population and _______% of the prison population

At this point in your examination, does it seem that there is racial inequality in imprisonment?  Why/why not?

C. How has the number of Blacks and whites in prison changed between 1984 and 2003?

Use percents to examine the relative change in imprisonment rates (use the data in Table 1).

e.g., The number of whites in prison increased from 371,000 in 1984 to 741,000 in 2003.

Relative change: new value minus reference value  x 100%






reference value

741,000– 371,000 =   370,000   = .997 (x 100%) = 99.7% 

371,000

         371,000

The number of whites in prison increased 99.7% between 1984 and 2003.

Calculate the same information for African-Americans and compare.

e.g., The number of Blacks in prison increased from 301,000 in 1984 to 899,000 in 2003.

The number of Blacks in prison increased ________% between 1984 and 2003.

At this point in your examination, does it seem that there is racial inequality in imprisonment?  Why/why not?

D. Interpretation

Is there is persistent racial inequality in imprisonment?  Briefly discuss how a conflict theorist would explain our data (e.g., why do African-Americans make up 43.2% of the prison population but only 12.7% of the total American population?).
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