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Some Distinctions about the Concepts of Good and Evil








The Problem of Evil

Consider these three claims: 

1. Evil exists.

2. God is benevolent.

3. God is omnipotent. 

But if there is evil, then either:

(a) God doesn’t want to prevent it — in which case He is not benevolent, 

or 

(b) God isn’t able to prevent it — in which case He is not omnipotent. 

One response to the Problem of Evil: Free Will. 

God gave us the gift of free will, but through our exercise of it we bring evil into the world. It’s not God’s fault. 

Rejoinders: 

(1) Free will is a despicable gift, like giving an alcoholic a case of scotch. 

(2) Lisbon. 

Ways to respond to the Problem of Evil:


Reject 1. 

Pangloss.


Reject 2. 

God is a tyrant.


Reject 3. 

Manichaeism.


Reject God. 

Atheism.


Reject reason.
Mysticism.

Is there an objective Good?





Yes.


Is Evil a “real” thing?





Yes.


Manichaeism





No.


How, then, is “good” defined?





No.


Platonism





Subjectively





Relative to Culture





Is there a 3rd possibility? (Hint: Yes.)








