Imperialism Program 

Fall/Winter 2006

Fall Quarter Project Paper Guidelines

Throughout the quarter, students will work individually or in groups of two from the same seminar group, on a research paper, which will be due in class at 10 a.m. on Thursday Dec. 7 (in Week 10). This paper should focus on a single colonial (or neo-colonial) situation, such as the British in the Caribbean, or perhaps more specifically, in Jamaica.

Students will refine their topics over the course of the first 2 weeks with Paul and Zahid. Topics and group members will be set on or before Wednesday of Week 3.

The paper should accomplish 3 things, with relatively equal emphasis on each:

1) Presentation of enough historical information to place your (neo)colonial situation in the broader context of imperialism.  Try to avoid an encyclopedic recitation of facts.  Focus on what is relevant to your understanding of the imperial nature of the situation you have chosen.  And be careful not to overload on this section at the expense of the other two.
2) A discussion of the various forms of resistance with which the (neo)colonial power had to contend, including the process of formal decolonization (where applicable).

3) A discussion of some of the discursive techniques used by the colonizing power to represent the subjugated populations in the colonies, and, where possible, a discussion of some of the discursive techniques used by the subjugated populations to represent themselves. Primary sources for this section could include novels, paintings, photographs, films, political writings, exhibits of many kinds, and more. Students can present their own critique of primary sources, or they can present and critically discuss existing critiques of this sort. Or they can combine both approaches.

The best papers will show an appreciation and understanding of some of the debates in the academic literature around each of these areas.  The best papers will also meaningfully integrate insights drawn from the required program reading and from program presentations and discussions.
Papers should be in the range of 20-25 double-spaced pages.  Shorter or longer papers can be acceptable, but have to be approved by the faculty.

Justification for a shorter paper would involve evidence of very good, concise writing that achieves more than could be achieved with less brevity.

Longer papers cannot be justified if the additional length results from unnecessary repetition, digressions, or, more generally, any writing that takes up space but does not significantly advance the paper.  

Our expectations are obviously higher of papers being researched and written by two-student groups.  Such papers should cover more ground, rely on more sources, and reflect deeper understanding of the issues.  Their maximum length is 30 pages.
About half of our Friday morning meeting times will be devoted to directed research on this project, and will be held in the library. About half of our Wednesday morning meeting times will be devoted to faculty meetings with each group, to discuss progress on this project and plan for the next week's work.  Successful completion of this project quite often depends on consistent work throughout the quarter.  Attending these Friday sessions and meeting regularly with Paul and Zahid are critical for that purpose.
This is a research paper, so students should cite their sources in the usual way (we will go over this in class), using the APA citation style.  

We don’t have any prescriptive rules about how many sources you should use, or how many specifically scholarly sources you should use, or whether or not you can use online sources vs. print sources.  However, we do expect students to rely primarily on scholarly sources, i.e., articles in academic journals and books published by reputable presses.  Non-scholarly sources should be handled with appropriate critical acumen.  We will provide feedback as the project progresses over the quarter, on whether or not the sources you are using provide an adequately scholarly basis for your work.  This is another way in which the success of your projects depends on consistent work throughout the quarter, and regular meetings with the faculty to review progress.

We consider plagiarism in academic work to be a very serious offense.  It will result in not only denial of credit, but also recommendation for further action by the college.  

Here is how plagiarism is defined in The Evergreen State College’s Student Handbook (though we have added the phrase “without attribution” for clarity):  

Plagiarism is defined as representing the works or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise. It includes, but is not limited to, copying materials directly [without attribution], failure to cite sources of arguments and data and failure to explicitly acknowledge joint work or authorship of assignments.  
 

