CHEHALIS TRIBAL HISTORY AND CULTURE 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

A collaboration between The Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation, 

The Evergreen Center for Educational Improvement, and

The Evergreen State College GEAR-UP Project

Elementary Grade Band
· Essential Question 1
How does the physical geography affect the distribution, culture, and economic life of the people living in a particular area?
· Guiding Question 1
How did the environment affect the development of the tribes of the Chehalis?

· Essential Question 2
What is the legal status of Indian tribes with respect to the United States government?
· Guiding Question 1
What was happening on the Olympic Peninsula (Oregon and Washington Territories) from the early 1800’s up to 1880’s?
· Guiding Question 2
How was the Chehalis Reservation established?
· Essential Question 3
What was the impact of the establishment of the reservation on the economic, political, and cultural life of the Chehalis people?
· Guiding Question 1
How did the loss of land affect the Chehalis tribes?
· Guiding Question 2
How did the arrival of the settlers affect the lifestyle of the Chehalis?
· Essential Question 4
What have the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis done to meet the economic, political, and cultural needs of their contemporary tribal communities?
· Guiding Question 1
How have the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis protected their river system and natural resources?
· Guiding Question 2
What are the current educational and cultural initiatives of the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis?
· Essential Question 5
How and why did the Chehalis culture change over time?
· Guiding Question 1
What was the changing role of basketry throughout the history of the Chehalis tribe?
