Zack Siegel

5-Day Curriculum Guide

Introduction:

The following is a curriculum designed for the Two Rivers School in North Bend, WA.  

Two Rivers is an alternative high school in the Snoqualmie Valley School district.  Its students range in age from 14-21, and have each opted out of Mount Si High School, the district’s main secondary school.  Two Rivers is unique in that its school year is comprised of eight, four-week terms.  During each term, students can earn 125 points in each of their classes.  These points are transferred to credits; 1000 points are equivalent to one credit that meets State standards in the content area.  They perform intake at the beginning of each term, and many students frequently transfer in and out of the school.  Students’ points and credits are carried across both terms and academic years.  For the teacher at Two Rivers, this requires regular assessments of students in increments of 125 points.  More precisely, each term will provide the teacher with nine 75-minute classes with his or her students.  Under the scrutinizing eye of the State of Washington, it is crucial for the Two Rivers School’s existence that these points are representative of tangible work and growth.  This sample curriculum is designed to introduce the year, leading into a possible literature curriculum to be taught in an English/language arts course in American literature.
In order to establish the context of this curriculum plan, clarifying some of the above references, I have included the following documents in this portfolio:

-The Two Rivers School behavior contract.

-Current academic calendar for the Two Rivers School.

-Current class schedule at the Two Rivers School

-Sample points and credit log used at the Two Rivers School.
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Curriculum Outline:

Day One: Welcome!
-Welcome Students to the class

-Overview of class expectations

-Introduction to journals

-Get to know students
Day Two: Democratic Class Rules
-Establishment of democratic classroom rules-Individual brainstorm

-Small groups with focused questions

-Class discussion

-Decide upon rules for the class—Yields to school behavioral contract

-Journal entry that precedes Day Three
Day Three: Conceptualizing Literature
-Literature PowerPoint presentation—shares students’ views, explicates my views

-Presentation of possible literary texts

-Class vote on literary texts

Day Four: Intro to Bartleby the Scrivener*
-PowerPoint presentation introducing Melville’s Bartleby the Scrivener
-Group poster creation activity
-Presentations of posters

-Journal entry/debrief

Day Five: Revisiting Group Work
-Journal entry on group work
-Return to small groups, discussion on group work

-Class discussion on group work procedure, revisiting class rules

*Assumes that vote on Day Three resulted in this selection.  For pragmatic reasons, I am unable at present to craft five or more individual introductory lessons for literary texts.  Instead, I chose a personal favorite that I believe will resonate with the kids at Two Rivers School.

