Daily Lesson Model for Curriculum Project Spring 07


	Lesson Plan Title:
Leaves--Kindergarten
May 17, 2007
	Key Concept(s) in this lesson
Leaves, Shapes, Trees, observing, communicating, comparing

	
	Show them two very distinct leaves.  Ask them if they are the same or different.  Ask them to describe the ways in which they know they are different.  
Also, what metaphor or analogy can you use to help students grasp concept?

	WHAT YOU WANT STUDENTS TO KNOW, BE ABLE TO DO, OR FEEL/UNDERSTAND

Lesson goal(s)

	Students will begin to develop their ability to recognize and describe differences in leaves that they notice.  They will begin to recognize and verbalize shapes they see in the leaves.  Students will develop a love of trees, and of the natural world, and will be encouraged to expand their love of scientific inquiry.  

	Specific Objectives

	Students will observe the size, shape, texture, and colors of tree leaves
Compare the shapes of leaves to common geometric shapes

Compare the sizes and edges of leaves

Communicate the similarities and differences they observe

Get students to ask themselves, “how do we as scientists observe our natural world?”

	Standards addressed (EALRs, GLEs)

	Science EALR 2. Inquiry: The student knows and applies the scientific ideas, skills, processes of investigation, and the nature of science.  
GLE: Identify and describe the property of an object (leaf).  

	Primary Learning targets: which of these, a-e? (Be sure learning activities are congruent with targets chosen.)
Knowledge, Reasoning Proficiency, Create a project
HOW WILL YOU KNOW THAT THE LEARNING TARGETS WERE MET?

Pre-assessment:  [What do they “know” already?]  Attach any applicable instruments.

Have students talk about the different leaves they have seen on the trees in their yard at home or outside the school—ask them questions.  This will give me an idea of where they are at in terms of their vocabulary—how many words do they already know that they can use to describe how the leaves are different.  Are they able to recognize and discuss the differences?  
Formative Assessment.(s) [Are they getting it along the lesson?] (e.g. planned comprehension checks).  Attach any applicable instruments.

Have students go on a leaf hunt with a leaf reference sheet.  Are they able to recognize the leafs on the sheet? Are they able to reason whether or not a particular leaf is the right one according to the picture?  Kids should work in partners, and teacher should walk around from group to group to check for understanding.  
Summative Assessment [Did they get it?] – end of lesson or unit. Attach any applicable instruments.
Students will create a leaf book in which they will have pressed leaves that they have gathered and written describing words by.  



TEACHING STRATEGIES:

SCRIPTED strategic teaching questions you will ask students

	Instructional Materials Needed

Blank paper journals

Pencils/pens/markers

Paper

Zip Lock bags for collecting leaves

Thick catalogs or phone books for pressing leaves


	room arrangement:

Desks in circle—conversation circle


	Accommodations: (e.g. ELL students, special needs, 504, etc.)
It is noted that ELL students may have a harder time talking about the difference in leaves that they notice, because they may have less “technical” vocabulary to describe these differences.  One way to help them develop during this lesson is don’t call on them unless they volunteer, and when other kids volunteer information they notice, repeat what the kids say slowly and clearly, and point at the part of the leaf that you are talking about.  When kids are putting together their leaf books, allow them to work in groups so as to make sure that they can learn from their peers as well.  



	Time
	What the teacher does:
	What the students do:

	 9:00-9:10

	Intro activity: (include the “hook”

 (e.g. disequilibrating experience)
Ask kids to describe what they know about                      Students will get a chance to show the teacher the 

Various leaves they have noticed outside.                         Knowledge that they already have of leaves.  They may

Explain to them that they will be taking a walk                 ask the teacher questions about the walk.

And will be looking closely at the leaves on the

Trees.  Explain that after they go on an exploratory 
Walk that they will have time to do some leaf collecting

And that these leaves will be pressed and labeled in a leaf

Journal.  


	
	As the class visits various trees in the school yard, the teacher will talk about different kinds of leaves that they see.  

	The kids may ask questions and the teacher will help kids to refine their observation and comparative skills.  
Kids will begin to develop their ability to describe the leaves, and to verbalize how certain leaves are different.

	time

9:40-10:00
	

	
	Tell students that they can take out their zip lock bags and that they will have 20 minutes to explore and choose leaves that they would like to press. Ask them to take the leaves that have already fallen to the ground.  

	Students have time to collect the leaves that they will press in their leave books.  

	time 

10-10:20
	Closure plan (consider including reinforcement of learning, affirmations, glimpse at tomorrow-bridge)

	
	Ask students to share about the things that they noticed on their leaf walk.  New things they learned about leaves.  What were they surprised by?  
Then tell them they have a few minutes to put their leaves into their pressing books.  

Explain that at the end of the week they will be putting the leaves into the leaf journals and describing the leaves that they have found.  

	Students can ask any unanswered questions they might have
Students should feel free to share, as long as they are respectful of others when they are talking.  




	Teacher reflections/caveats for those who use this lesson:
It might be best to conduct this lesson on a day that you are going to have outside help in the classroom, especially if you are working with kindergartners.  This lesson is only one part of a larger unit on trees, and should not stand alone.  


	Web resources used, with suggestions/comments regarding these sites:







