1st/2nd grade – Science – Observing Weather
(Modified from FOSS kit for 1st/2nd grade)
Key Concepts 
change, systems

Analogy for Concept

Raise your hand if you like sunny weather, cloudy weather, rainy weather, etc.

How many days are there of your favorite weather?  We can find out.
Key Vocabulary  
weather words (will be regional) – partly cloudy, partly sunny, warm, hot, cold, foggy, rainy, snowy, hail, sun, thunder, windy, lightning, etc.
What students will know, be able to do, feel/understand (learning objectives)

Students will be able to observe daily weather and record observations in a journal.
Students will know basic weather words and what they mean.
Students will understand that weather changes with the seasons and has patterns.

EALRs/GLEs

1.3.6. Know common weather indicators and understand that weather conditions change from season to season.
2.1.5. Understand how to record and report investigations, results, and explanations.
How you will know they met learning objectives (learning outcomes)

pre-assessment – ask - Where do we find weather?  Can we have weather in our classroom?  What is today’s weather?
formative assessment -  Look at student’s individual weather journals, ask individual students what weather words mean, see if pictures and words match
summative assessment –  After students have completed a month of weather journals, have them make a weather graph with a key to weather terms or a weather book showing the different types of weather with definitions of each type
Teaching Strategies
Strategic teaching questions – Why do you think you should include the date with each weather observation you make?
Can we change weather?

Is weather predictable?

materials – weather journals (small booklets with room for a picture and writing), pencils, crayons or colored pencils, a way to observe weather
room arrangement –  group tables, not individual desks, but no special arrangement
Accomodations

ELL – students will be drawing a picture of the weather, and at least can copy the weather word from word bank; allow them to discuss weather with other students; leave word bank on wall for easy access
	
	Time
	Teacher Does
	Student Does

	Intro
	
	introduce weather, write down weather words as students give them, introduce weather journals, talk about scientific journals (must be facts, not what you want to happen), talk about why the date is important
	brainstorms weather words, listens and answers questions

	Activity
	
	help/observe students recording in weather journal, help ELL students or others that need additional help
	record weather for the day in journal (picture and words)

	Closure
	
	remind students they will be doing this daily or every other day, review weather words, collect weather journals, preview weather calendar
	participates in review, puts away journals


