Applying the Constitution?

Article I: two house legislature, representative democracy, lawmaking, money- spend/borrow, set up a system of courts- Congress can reverse the statutory constructions from courts by passing a law to contradict the ruling.

Article II: presidency, office of the president, limits on power.

Article III: completes the system of checks and balances, creates three tiers of the federal constitutional court system (district, circuit court of appeal, Supreme Court), judicial review- courts can declare a law or executive action unconstitutional.  

Article IV: federal system- are powers shared or distinctly separate?, obligations of states to each other (ex. recognize other state’s marriages, wills, contracts. Treat visitors as you do your own residents.), obligations of feds to the states, admission of new states.

Article V: how to amend the constitution

Article VI: pay all previous debts, federal law supersedes all others, officials are bound to support the constitution, religion cannot be a test for office

Article VII: ratification

Bill of Rights- Amendments 1-10

Amendment one: cannot establish one government religion, free to believe in any religion (not practice), freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom to assemble/petition

Amendment two: right to bear arms

Amendment three: prohibition against quartering troops

Amendment four: protects against unreasonable search & seizure

Amendment five: protecting the rights of the accused, “innocent until proven guilty,” due process of law

Amendment six: right to a jury trial, witness, hire an attorney or state will provide you with one 

Amendment seven: trial by jury only an option in cases exceeding a $20 controversy

Amendment eight: no excessive bail or fines

Amendment nine: there are rights not listed in the constitution. We do not check to see if things are allowed by the constitution, rather, if they are prohibited.

Amendment ten: powers not delegated in the constitution are reserved to the states or to the people.

Amendment eleven: states cannot be sued without the states consent

Amendment twelve: specified the Electoral College
Amendment thirteen: legislative end of slavery, now involuntary servitude is only permitted as punishment for a crime.

Amendment fourteen: citizenship, representation “who counts,” placed restrictions on those who fought for the confederacy

Amendment fifteen: cannot deny the right to vote based on race, color or previous conditions of servitude.

Amendment sixteen: federal income tax

Amendment seventeen: senators now had to elected by popular election

Amendment eighteen: prohibition of alcohol

Amendment nineteen: gave women the right to vote

Amendment twenty: reduced “lame-duck” time for non-re-elected officials to Nov.- Jan. Also covers what to do if a president-elect dies or one is not chosen before election.

Amendment twenty-one: repealed prohibitions on alcohol

Amendment twenty-two: placed limits on the amount of terms a president can serve.

Amendment twenty- three: gives 3 Electoral College votes to D.C.

Amendment twenty- four: prohibited poll tax (cannot charge you to vote)

Amendment twenty-five: what do to when there are vacancies in presidency or vice-presidency or if the president becomes disabled. 

Amendment twenty-six: gives 18 year olds the right to vote.

Amendment twenty-seven: (sat on the hill for 200 years) Congress cannot raise their own salaries (for that sitting Congress, but can raise salaries for the next).

