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I.
Policy is an Imprecise Concept:

(
Course of Action (MacRae)

(
Hypothesis (Thompson) 

· Whatever Governments Do (Dye)
 

· Social Regulatory Policy (Tatalovich and Daynes)

(
Guiding Principles behind Laws, Regulations, Programs (Palumbo)

(
The Sum of Government Activities, whether acting directly or through 
Agents, as it has an influence on the lives of Citizens (Peters)

·   Typology: Regulatory; Distributive; Redistributive (Lowi)

1. Distributive: Granting benefits to some portion of the population, paying out of general tax revenues rather than user fees, and

2. Redistributive: Government taxes one group to people to provide benefits to another group (Meir)

3. Regulatory: Restricts Behavior of Individuals and Groups (Anderson)

· Political Economy

· “Policy is What Happens”  (Dick Thompson)

· Network Theory (Chisholm
, Knoke 
, O’Toole 
, et. la.)

· Morality Policies: Legitimacy of Values (Mooney)

· Process of Persuasion (Stone) 

· Discursive Politics and Deliberative Practices (Fischer)
II. Who Makes Policy?  (Competing Models)

A. Bureaucratic Processes 

B. Rational Actor

C. Political Bargaining

D. Other Models:

Interest Group Pluralism (Lowi)
Power Elite (Mills)

Policy Sciences Model
Traditional Paradigms: Tensions between 1) Rational models vs Bounded Rationality or Non-rational 2) Wholistic vs. Incremental 3) Political vs Technical

1. Social Construction: Paradox 
  Discursive

III.
Policy Sciences vs Public Administration
Policy analysis (a priori), implementation and evaluation

A. Roots.

1. Operations Research WWII

2. Systems Analysis

3. Modern Policy Institutes

4. Hich/McKean
 

B. Policy Science Vs Public Administration

1. Strategic Planning

2. Performance Management

IV. Critiques of Policy Analysis

Definition: The use of reason and evidence to choose the best policy alternative (MacRae)

A. Doesn’t ask the right questions 

B. Lack of common sense (Senge)

C. Reductionist Thinking; Exclusionary; Limited

D. Time Frame 

E. Speaking Truth to Power (Wildavsky)
 

F. Abstract Goals/Values or “motherhood issues

G. Rational Process? Production Model, Causal
1. 
Can politics be divorced from knowledge?  Is there a value free science of knowing?

2. 
Objectivists (scientists) versus relativists: Social Constructionists/Post modernists/Postempiricists 

3.
Research Methods:  Set of assumptions, ideologies and data selection 

V. Importance of Public Policy Analysis/Policy Framing

A. Political Strategy 

B.
Facilitate Real World Decision Processes

C. Other reasons????
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