SIGN, SYMBOL, SYMPTOM: THE POLITICS OF MEANING

WINTER QUARTER 2006

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
	
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	
	
	10-12 Seminar in

Sem II C2107, C2109
	10-12.30 Workshop in

Longhouse 1007B, 1007C
	
	10-12 Seminar in

Sem II C2107, C2109

	
	(faculty seminar)
	1:00 Lecture in Sem 2 D1107, followed by tea in E2105
	
	
	1-5 Film and discussion in Sem 2 E1105






PROGRAM ELEMENTS

As you can see from the syllabus, each week follows approximately the same pattern: seminar Tuesday morning, followed by an all-program meeting for lectures, and the all-program tea.  On Wednesdays, we will have a workshop, to work on writing or analysis of texts; Thursday is a day to work on your reading and writing in preparation for seminar; and on Friday morning, there’s another seminar, followed by an afternoon film screening.  To give you a brief introduction, we’ll describe these elements below, but you won’t really understand them in depth until you’ve experienced them.

Sign, Symbol, Symptom is a coordinated studies program; it is not a collection of separate classes, but a holistic study of several current social issues through the lenses of linguistics, philosophy, literature and film. Your assignments in Sign, Symbol, Symptom will be an integral part of your program work, and you will turn them all in to your seminar faculty member.

All-Program Meeting  Everybody in the program will meet together for Tuesday afternoon lectures, tea, Wednesday workshop (though here, we’ll often divide you into groups that are somewhat different from your seminars) and Friday film screenings.  All of these meetings, but especially Tuesday lectures, are good times for announcements of community events, planning meetings for projects, and other program business.

Seminar  The group has been re-divided, randomly, into two seminars.  These groups will remain constant throughout winter quarter. Your seminar leader will respond to your papers and write an evaluation of your work at the end of the quarter.

The purpose of seminar is to dialogue about the meanings of our texts, and its success depends on a)your having read the material, and b)your willingness to put your ideas out there and take seriously your classmates’ comments.

Workshop  Workshop will be a little different this quarter.  We will use that time to read about and discuss the thematic issues accompanying our theoretical work; sometimes, you will be assigned readings ahead of time.  These issues are, in order: hate speech, religion in the public sphere (the ten commandments controversy and headscarves will offer us focal points here), and science and politics (with an emphasis on stem cell research).

Seminar Response Papers For each seminar, students are required to write a one-page response to the reading for that day.  You will need to type these or use a word processor and keep your papers in a notebook or folder.  These papers are due at the beginning of the seminar on Tuesday and Friday mornings.  The papers are intended to serve several purposes: to give students the opportunity to raise issues and themes in the seminar reading, as a way of preparing for seminar discussion; to link the ongoing work of the program by relating the new work to books and ideas talked about in previous weeks; to gain practice in writing (style, form, organization and critical thinking); and to keep faculty informed about how students are responding to the work.  After working through an issue of interest raised by the new reading, the paper should conclude with one or two significant questions to contribute to the seminar discussion.  The papers do not have to be formal essays with a thesis and support.  They should, however, show sustained thinking, connect closely to the text and be correctly written. Give the other student’s paper as much respect as you would like yours to be given; think about it seriously, and write an extended comment.  

Research Paper and Related Assignments Each of you will be writing a 10-12 page research paper about a topic of your choice; the main constraint on topic-choice is that it must bear some clear connection to the relationship of politics and representation.  This project will be multi-faceted.  We hope that the theoretical work we do together will help you form an interesting question; the question should be one that requires concrete research in answering.  Once you’ve gathered together all of your research, you should turn to the theoretical texts in order to organize and analyze your materials.  In addition to the research paper itself, you will be choosing a practical project that you think will augment (or perhaps inform) your paper.  The options for this practical element are: five hours of community service a week in an area related to your topic; a video presentation, whether documentary or perhaps This American Life in video format, that you’ll put together with a group (––this option involves further technical training); finally, you will have the option to work on an art project that must bear some relation to an artistic movement you’ve researched and found to be politically engaged in some way.  We’ll work out the details of these options as the quarter progresses, but as you can already tell, it will require a high degree of organization, with the group-work choices requiring an even higher degree since your individual topics must be different from one another, yet related.  
Quarter Project  Week 10 will be devoted to your presentations.  The kind of presentation you give will depend on the “practical” element you choose for your research assignment: if you have done community service, you will tell us about your work in the field and its relation to your research topic.   If you work in a group to produce a documentary or  This American Life gone video, we will all watch your product and you’ll tell us about it as a group.  If you choose to produce a work of art or series of works that relate to an artistic movement, you’ll present those works at the (hopefully-student-curated) art show.   
Film Screening  Each week’s screening of a film will connect or respond to something we’re doing in the program.  You will keep a film journal of your notes taken during the film.  For this, you will need a separate notebook; bring your film notebook to every film screening and to seminar, if you want to draw a connection between the film and other program texts.

Evaluations  Evaluations are at the heart of Evergreen’s teaching and learning; they continue the learning after the end of a quarter.  You will see three sorts of evaluations:  


Your self-evaluation – Here you consider your learning for the term and assess it.  
You’ll find this easier to do if you keep good notes from seminar discussions, 
from the films, from your reading.


The faculty evaluation of your learning – the faculty will assess your learning in 
all aspects of the program.

Your evaluation of faculty.  You will assess the faculty’s role in the program and 
her role as a guide to your learning.

Both your self-evaluation and the evaluation written by your seminar leader will become parts of your official transcript when the program is over.  Your evaluation of your seminar leader becomes part of her portfolio.

The official forms for all these evaluations are on the web, and you can find good help at both the Writing Center and the Academic Advising office.   
During Evaluation Week, you will schedule an appointment with your seminar leader.  You and she will read the evaluations you’ve each written and discuss your progress over the quarter.  You may also wish to discuss your evaluation of her at this conference, but you are not required to.  After the conference, you may each revise the evaluations you have discussed before finalizing them.

	Week 1
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	
	
	
	RESPONSE

	  
	January 8
	January 9
	January 10
	January 11
	January 12

	
	
	Seminar

Tolmach Lakoff, The Language War, Ch. 3: “‘Political Correctness’ and Hate Speech…”
	Workshop

Reading: Butler, Excitable Speech, Introduction.

(pp. 1-40)

Discussion of hate speech issues on campus.
	
	Seminar

Butler, Excitable Speech, Chs. 1 and 2.

(pp. 40-102)

	Theme: Hate Speech
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture
Rachel 

Tea
	
	
	Film 

Crash




	Week 2
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	January 15
	January 16
	January 17
	January 18
	January 19

	
	Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day
	Seminar

Butler, Excitable Speech, Chs. 3 and 4.

(pp. 103-164)
	Workshop


	
	Seminar

Kafka, “The Penal Colony” 

(on web site)

	Theme: Hate Speech
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Rachel

Kathleen

Tea
	
	
	No film: 

Guest speaker

3-4.30 p.m. Antonia Juhasz on the theme of corporate privatization




	Week 3
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	RESEARCH TOPIC and PRESENTATION TYPE
	
	RESPONSE

	
	January 22
	January 23
	January 24
	January 25
	January 26

	Theme: Hate Speech
	
	**SPECIAL EVENT**

Ruth Wilson Gilmore speaks on” Gender, Race, and the Landscapes of Social Justice: Our Struggle to Understand and Dismantle the Prison Industrial Complex.”

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lecture Hall 1
	Workshop

Library Workshop:

Research Methods.
	
	Seminar

Kant, Prolegomena, pp. 8-34

	
	Faculty Seminar
	2-4 p.m.

All-Group Seminar
on speaker and
Kant, Prolegomena, pp. 1-7
Tea
	
	
	Film 



	Week 4
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	Per e-mail*


	RESPONSE
	
	CONFER-ENCES
	RESPONSE

	
	January 29
	January 30
	January 31
	February 1
	February 2

	
	(eamonk@evergreen.edu,

hastingr@evergreen.edu)

One page overview of project, to  be discussed

in conferences Thurs.
	Seminar

Kant, Prolegomena, pp. 35-98
	Workshop

	
	Seminar

Lakoff and Johnson, Metaphors We Live By, pp. 3-126

	Theme: Religion in the Public Sphere, Ten Commandments Controversy 
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Rachel

Kathleen

Tea
	
	
	Film 




	Week 5
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	February 5
	February 6
	February 7
	February 8
	February 9

	
	
	Seminar

Lakoff and Johnson, Metaphors We Live By, pp. 127-240;

Danto, “Symbolic Expressions and the Self” (web site)
	Workshop

	
	Seminar

TBA

	Theme: Religion in the Public Sphere, Headscarves and religious garb.
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Rachel

Kathleen

Tea
	
	
	Film

Transparency 


	Week 6
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	Per e-mail*
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	February 12
	February 13
	February 14
	February 15
	February 16

	
	(eamonk@evergreen.edu,

hastingr@evergreen.edu)

Draft of research paper (no less than five pages) with outline of presentation plans.
	Seminar

Pamuk, Snow, pp. 3-282
	Workshop


	
	Seminar

Pamuk, Snow, 283 to end.

Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals,  pp. 3-22

	Theme: Religion in the Public Sphere, Headscarves and religious garb.
	Faculty

Seminar
	Lecture
TBA 

Tea
	
	
	Film

Kandahar


	Week 7
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	February 19
	February 20
	February 21
	February 22
	February 23

	
	President’s Day
	Seminar

Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals,  pp. 23-82
	Workshop
Day of Presence Activities

	
	Seminar

Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, Essay 2 

	Theme: Science and Politics: Stem Cell Research.
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture
Kathleen
Tea


	
	
	Film 

Manufacturing Consent


	Week 8
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	February 26
	February 27
	February 28
	March 1
	March 2

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Seminar

Chomsky/

Foucault
	Workshop


	
	Seminar

Robson, Living Next Door to the God of Love,
First half.

	Science and Politics: Stem Cell Research.
	
	Lecture

Rachel

Kathleen

Tea
	
	
	Film 



	Week 9
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	In our mailboxes*
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	March 5
	March 6
	March 7
	March 8
	March 9

	
	*Final version of 10-12 pp research paper
	Seminar

Robson, Living Next Door to the God of Love,
Second half.
	Workshop


	
	Seminar

Wrap up.

	Theme: Science and Politics: Stem Cell Research.
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Tea
	
	
	Film

No film: all-group synthesis.


	Week 10
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Presentation Week
	March 12
	March 13
	March 14
	March 15


	March 16

	Presentations

	The Next Week
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	EVALUATION CONFERENCES



1

