The Evergreen State College

Voices and Visions for Children

Syllabus

Spring 2007

Voices and Visions for Children is an introductory one-quarter program designed to creatively integrate children’s literature, performance, and arts management.  Despite the best efforts of authors over the past thirty years, children’s literature remains primarily focused on the values and lives of white middle class America. This program will highlight less visible children’s literature, particularly, African American, Asian American, Latino/Chicano/Hispanic, American Indian, and Gay and Lesbian.  This program is an opportunity to bring both voices and visions to the performance stage through the investigation of the social and political issues that such literature embodies.  

Students will use reader’s theatre and other theater techniques to make the children’s literature performative.  Students will also learn about arts management as a means of supporting children’s performance.  Through lectures, seminars, reading and analysis, films, writing and performance workshops, as well as a field trip to the Seattle Children’s Theatre, students will integrate their new-found knowledge and observations by writing, illustrating, and performing adaptations of children’s literature.  

Workshops will also include the study of theatre games, acting, directing, design, playwriting, and puppet and shadow theatre.  Students of all levels of talent are welcome, but students must possess a strong interest in reading, writing, and performance.  Those who are interested in working backstage are of course most welcome.  The Spring quarter will conclude with celebratory final group performances of adaptations of children’s literature.  

Faculty


Meeting Schedule 




Note:  There will be open rehearsal times on Wednesday afternoon, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  These are not required class times, but students will need to rehearse their weekly performances and space is scheduled for this purpose (SEM II C4107).

Note also:  We will attend two performances at the Seattle Children’s Theater on April 18 and May 23.  These are program field trips and each will take the full day.  Attendance is required.

Learning Goals

· To learn about basic techniques in acting, movement and voice, including fundamentals of rehearsal practice and etiquette. 
· To learn how to read a script and how to write an elementary script.

· To become well versed in different genres of multiethnic and multicultural children’s literature.

· To learn how to use critical analysis as a means of ascertaining the quality of texts.

· To gain an understanding of arts management, generally, and, specifically, how to manage a theater in ways that support performances and that are economically sustainable.
Program Assignments

· Do performances each week in small groups.  These will include, for example, shadow puppets and readers’ theater in addition to other types of performance.

· At the end of the quarter, do final performances for the full program.

· Complete small group projects that include a critical, contextual analysis, a set of criteria and an annotated bibliography of children’s books related either to people with disabilities or gays and lesbians.  Due no later than Monday of week 8.

· Working in small groups, prepare an operating plan for a theater that includes, for example, vision and mission statements, organizational charts and budgets.  Due no later than Monday of week 8.

· For seminar, students will be responsible for assigned weekly readings from the Harris text, along with the assigned children’s books.  Students must bring these books to the seminars.

· Produce weekly seminar papers that include two quotes (with cited page numbers) from the assigned readings and a paragraph per quote that explains why those quotes were selected.  Students must bring these papers to seminars.

· Other assignments at the whim of the faculty.

Note:  Two project papers and final performances are all due in the final three weeks of the quarter.  Students must plan accordingly.

Field Trips

All students in the program will attend two performances at the Seattle Children’s Theater.  On April 18 we will see Everyone Knows What A Dragon Looks Like and on May 23 we will see Addy: An American Girl Story.  The trips will also include a theater tour and workshops.  We will leave campus in college vans on those days before 8:00 am and return around 5 pm. Attendance is mandatory.  There is a fee for these performances.
Special Fees
Students will be assessed a $30 fee for admission to plays and for other production-related expenses.

Program Book List 
NOTE:  It is important that you have the editions specified below. 

Ada, A. F. (1995).  My Name is María Isabel.  New York: Simon and Schuster’s Children’s Publishing.  ISBN: 9780689802171 068980217X  (paper)

Bruchac, Joseph (2001). The Heart of a Chief. New York, Puffin Books, Penguin, ISBN: 9780141312361 014131236X

Cha, Dia  (1996).  Dia’s Story Cloth: The Hmong People’s Journey of Freedom.  New York: Lee & Low Books.  ISBN: 9781880000342 1880000342  


Curtis, C. P. (1995). The Watsons go to Birmingham—1963.  New York: Dell Books for Young Readers  ISBN: 9780440414124 0440414121  
Fierstein, H.  (2002). The Sissy Duckling.  New York: Simon & Schuster/Aladdin. ISBN: 9781416903130 1416903135

Gerke, P. (1996).  Multicultural Plays for Children, Volume 1: Grades K-3. Lyme: Smith and Kraus Publishers, Incorporated.   ISBN: 9781575250052 1575250055 

Gerke, P. (1996).  Multicultural Plays for Children, Volume 2: Grades 4-6. Lyme: Smith and Kraus Publishers, Incorporated. ISBN: 9781575250069 1575250063

Harris, Violet, ed. (1997) Using Multiethnic Literature in the K-8 Classroom. Norwood, MA: Christopher-Gordon Publishers. ISBN: 9780926842601; 0926842609
Levithan, David, (2005), Boy Meets Boy, New York: Knopf Books for Young Readers, Random House Children's Books; Westminster.  ISBN: 9780375832994 0375832998

Peters, Julie Anne, (2005), Keeping You a Secret, Madison: Turtleback Books; ISBN: 9780606334594 0606334599

Yolen, Jane and Susan Guevara (2000), Not One Damsel in distress: World Folktales for Strong Girls. San Diego: Silver Whistle, Harcourt ISBN: 9780152020477 0152020470


Credit Equivalencies

Credit will be awarded as follows (subject to change):

4 – Children’s Literature




4 – Introduction to Arts Administration

4 – Race, Gender and Sexual Orientation in American Society

4 – Theater Performance




16 Credits Total







1:00 to 3:00


Seminar


LIB 4404 (B)


SEM II C4107(W)


SEM II C3107(F)





1:00 to 3:00


Performance Workshop


SEM II C4107








Afternoon











 


Morning











9:00 to 12:00


Arts Management


SEM II D1105





Wednesday








9:00 to 12:00


Children’s Books


SEM II D1107





Tuesday





Monday





10:00 to 12:00 Performance Workshop


SEM II C4107








Bill Bruner


SEM II, C2102


X6246


Mail: SEM II A2117


� HYPERLINK "mailto:brunerw@evergreen.edu" ��brunerw@evergreen.edu�





Walter Grodzik


SEM II, C4106


X6076


Mail: SEM II A2117
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Frances Rains


SEM II, C 4104


X6086


Mail: SEM II, A2117


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rainsf@evergreen.edu" ��rainsf@evergreen.edu�
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