Basic Botany: Plants & People

Research Paper Assignment

DUE DATES:

Tuesday, April 22nd - project proposal and annotated bibliography (bring 6 copies to class). 

Wednesday, May 7th - detailed, annotated outline (bring 6 copies to class). 

Wednesday, May 14th - first draft and revised annotated bibliography (bring 6 copies to 


class). The draft needs to be at least five pages long, typed, and double-spaced. 

Wednesday, June 4th - final paper is due

A significant amount of time this quarter will be dedicated to an individual research project culminating in a polished, 8-10 page research paper (plus an annotated bibliography including at least two peer-reviewed scientific journal articles and two historical sources from the primary literature).  You are charged with the task of finding one plant species to study that links to program themes, lectures, workshops, and reading material.  It must be a topic that you can passionately tackle as an independent researcher, gleaning information from quality primary and secondary source material. Use of the internet should be limited and discerning.  Much misinformation is disseminated via the internet.  Generally speaking government and educational institutions are reliable sources.  Be dubious about any sites ending in “dot com”. To help get you started with using library computer databases and other search tools, faculty librarian Liza Rognas will conduct a library research workshop on Wednesday, April 9th. Please meet her in the library in room 3301 at 9 am sharp.

Through a series of writing workshops, you will hone the skills needed to write your paper.  These workshops will also help you spread your work throughout the 10-weeks. In week two, we will begin with the workshop on researching the literature.  If there is not enough information on your plant of choice, you may need to choose another one and will need to do so soon to meet the April 22nd due date to turn in a project proposal and annotated bibliography. Your faculty will meet with you individually on either Thursday or Friday during week 4 to give you feedback on your annotated bibliography and to discuss your research. A detailed, annotated outline is due May 7th. Your first draft and revised annotated bibliography is due May 14th. The draft needs to be at least five pages long, typed, and double-spaced. Thus you will have a draft of your paper by week 7, creating an opportunity to revise your work before the final paper is due June 4th.  It is through revision that writers grow.   You will revise your first draft in response to feedback from peers. Your faculty will comment on the final version.

Your final paper must be 8-10 pages long, not including the bibliography. It must be typed, double-spaced and in a size 12 font that is easy to read such as Times, Palatino, or Helvetica.  Your drafts and final should be in hard-copy form and it should be stapled, but not have a report cover.  Your research paper will need a title.  You must cite all your sources of information following either Turabian or the Chicago Manual of Style (see Storey pp. 36-43 and the Evergreen library homepage). Demonstrating the ability to cite sources correctly is a requirement of the assignment. When referring to plants and other organisms you must use scientific nomenclature correctly.  The names must be italicized not underlined. They must be spelled correctly.  The genus and species are ALWAYS used together, hence the term binomial nomenclature.  Bi means two and nomen means name.  The genus is capitalized and the specific epithet (or species name) is not.  

Trolling for Ideas

The following is a list of tools you might use to identify a good research topic. Remember to keep a research notebook that includes the citations and locations of any information you find through your searching that you think you might use.

Scientific Peer Reviewed Journals

Park yourself in a chair and peruse hardcopy or online journals looking for what piques your interests. The advantage with hard copy is you can just take a stack of journals and skim the table of contents looking for interesting titles.  Here’s a short list of journals that have published refereed articles that may be useful to you: The American Midland Naturalist, The American Naturalist, Annals of the Missouri Botanical Garden, Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics, BioScience, Economic Botany, Environmental History, Journal of Ethnobiology, Madrono, Systematic Botany, and Taxon. There are many more. Note, not all scientific journals are available at TESC but you can use Summit to figure out if another nearby library such as UW has it.

Electronic Subscription Databases

To search journals online you’ll of course need keywords, authors, titles, or subjects to search with. An example of a database available through the TESC library website that offers full text journal articles is JSTOR.  Also note that the Science Citation Index and Cambridge Scientific Abstracts are useful for creating a list of useful journal articles, even though neither offer full text.  And Cambridge Scientific Abstracts will search our library catalog for you and if we don’t have that journal in our collection it will fill out the Interlibrary Loan request for you.  You will need to set up an Interlibrary Loan account.  

Search library databases including the Evergreen library website and Summit to get a sense of what might be available out there.  Search by subject, keywords and/or authors.  Study the keyword and subject lists associated with each entry to find new ways to search for a possible topic.  (It’s also worth searching Amazon, which often has book reviews, some of which were published in peer reviewed journals.) There are many other high quality tools available for research through our catalog including government documents.  The reference librarians can help you use them.  Liza Rognas will also be going over this next Wednesday.

Online Resources

Caution: there is a lot of junk on the web.  Academic institutions and professional organizations maintain the best online resources.  A good place to start would be the Librarian’s Internet Index out of UC Berkeley (www.lii.org).  It references several academic, government and professional websites across many disciplines.  The online encyclopedia available at www.wikipedia.org may also be useful because it has a list of resources at the end of each entry like in a hard copy encyclopedia.  Warning: it is fallible and it’s a piece in progress.  The science side is stronger than the social science and humanities part.

Secondary Sources

Explore a book or an anthology on a subject that interests you to get a sense of what questions intrigue you.  These secondary sources often cite primary source materials that might be of use to you.  Anthologies (collections of essays) can be very useful as a way of quickly surveying the range of questions being asked about a particular subject.  It also gives you a list of authors doing research on that subject.  They may have written other pieces that could be useful.  If a particular essay interests you, searching on the author’s name in a library database can yield additional resources.

A way of finding good secondary sources is by searching journal databases for book reviews.  You can use JSTOR, Ebsco Host, and Wilson to do this.  Also use book review reference resources.  For example, Book Review Index and Index to Periodical Literature.  These are hard copy resources, so work with a reference librarian.  You can also find book reviews online.  For example, enter a book title in quotation marks followed by book review using www.google.com.  The book reviews available on Amazon are typically not peer reviewed and therefore of limited use.  However, Amazon often includes professional book reviews such as Kirkus Reviews and Library Review, which are of high quality. 








