writing workshop #2 

calculated fiction, yo

I. IMAGE

- scribble on a card (3 seconds)

- pass this card to ANOTHER person


Other person: Draw the image into meaning.




This is your card.

II. MEANING

- give the card/image MEANING


ex. 
"A bird with no legs (can never land)

 

the start of an idea of an idea (is motivated)



LIFTING UP! UP! UP!"

- write the MEANING on the back of the card

 
you may also name the card, if you wish

III. RULES

- give the meaningful card/image RULES (write them down, save them)

 ex. 
     a. "When a card is bird-facing-up >> affirmative, ready"


                     b. "When a card is bird-facing-down >> defenseless, manifpulated"


      c. "When a card is bird-facing-right >> determined, focus"


           d. "When a card is bird-facing-left >> distraction, disharmony"

IV.  STORY

- examine the story qualities of this card with meaning and rules


How do the rules affect the meaning?


What is available to the storyteller in this card?


How does that story change?
V.  STORY STORY

- combine your card with the card of one other person. 


Now you have two sets of rules that will apply to both cards.


What story occurs with the two cards? 


How does that story change?

∞. STORY STORY STORY

- continue to combine pairs of cards and stories with other groups, keeping track of all the rules that will apply to all the cards as they are accumulated

- combine the cards of your group into one deck, with one combined set of rules

- the narrator of the story should not speak and the others should write down the story in the cards as they see it, according to the rules and meanings of the cards, and their relation to one another.

consider:  gesture, gaze, order, distance, closeness, angles, speed, etc


How do these function as narrative devices?
calvino:

C's&G's
fixed structures / narrative functions

grammar and syntax of narrative fiction 

mathematical processes of combinatorial analysis

"Literature as I knew it was a constant series of attempts to make one word stay put after another by following certain definite rules; or, more often, rules that were neither definite not definable, but that nmight be extracted from a series of examples, or rules made up for the occasion...derived from the rules followed by other writers" (C's&G's, p. 15).

"At a certain moment things click into place, and one of the combinations obtained—through the combinatorial mechanism itself, independently of any search for meaning or effect on any other level—becomes charged with an unexpected meaning or unforseen effect which the conscious mind would not have arrive at deliberately: an unconscious meaning, in fact, or at least the premonition of an unconscious meaning" (C's&G's p. 21-22).

CoC'dD

the narrator's presentation of meaning:


"There was no deceiving ourselves that..."


"We awaited a more explanatory card..."


'"On further reflection, however, we though the encounter might go..."


"The disconsolate gaze the narrator cast at this card lef tno uncertainty..."

...
