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In winter quarter City Life continues the sociological study of cities through an interdisciplinary curriculum that considers the lives and work of urban people.  Cities, as centers of culture, are expressed in urban people’s work: the arts, architecture, industry, technology, social change, tourism, and environmental activism, which create a web of human activity.  Fall quarter’s grounding in the historical, conceptual, and visual aspects of cities included works of film, music, and dance moves to winter inquiry about contemporary issues related to economics, sustainability, and design. Book responses will act on students’ interests and practices in visual art, music, and writing.  Movement studio work will continue as a collaborative learning community activity to consider city concepts through improvisation, choreography, city dance styles, and the production of an identity performance piece. Research work includes 1) a city documentation project recording sounds and images in nearby cities, and 2) a field study plan for spring quarter travel and fieldwork.  Both research projects require program presentations.

Weekly Activity and Room Schedule

	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	10:00-12:00Workshop

SEM 2 B2109
	10:00-12:30  Book Seminar

SEM 2  B2105
	10:00-11:30 Movement Studio

CRC 316 

	1:00-3:30  City Stories

SEM 2  B3107 
	1:00-3:00 

Writing Groups
	12:30-3:30 Film

SEM 2 B2109

	
	
	3:30-4:30 Film Seminar

SEM 2  B2109


Fall Quarter Readings:

Week 1 -  One of the following 4 novels: 1) Invisible Cities (Calvino), 2) City Life (Barthelme)                       
3) City (Simak, or 4) Moveable Feast (Hemingway)      

Week 2 – The Conscience of the Eye: The Design and Social Life of Cities (Sennett)

Week 3 – Down in New Orleans (Sothern & Page)

Week 4 - Parts 1&2 (pgs. 1-238) in The Death and Life of Great American Cities (Jacobs)

Week 5 - Parts 3&4 (pgs. 241-448) in The Death and Life of Great American Cities (Jacobs)
Week 6 & 7 - Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop (Chang)
Week 8 - Planet of Slums (Davis)

Week 9   Urban Wilds: Gardener's Stories Of The Struggle For Land And Justice (Woelfle-Erskine)

Weekly Themes

Week 1  January 8-10          Imaging a Novel’s City
Week 2  January 15-17        Private and Public City Life

Week 3 January 22-24         New Orleans Stories (trip to Tacoma to attend the theatrical production: The New Orleans Monologues, and a program visit from the playwright, Rosalind Bell)

Week 4   

          The Nature and Conditions of Cities

Week 5

          Decline and Regeneration of Cities 

Week 6 &7  – February 12 - 21  Sights and Sounds of the City (fieldwork week for group documentation for the research project: Recording the City) 

Week 8


Bleak Picture of City

Week 9


Sustaining Picture of City

Week 10                        Presentations of spring city fieldwork plans







