Discourse Analysis

Project #1  Nonverbal Communication, Due Monday, Jan 28, 2008.
You will observe 3 different types of interaction and write 1-2 pages total for this assignment. You will take the stance of an anthropologist from another country. In other words, you will try to notice all behavior as unfamiliar to you and therefore possibly significant in some way.  
I. In a coffee shop or food court in the mall or another public space where you will not be too obvious, discretely take notes about the way a male and female of about the same age are interacting in a conversation for at least 5 minutes. In order to be discrete, it is a good idea to have a book or other reading material along with a notebook.  Please do not use a computer to take notes.  Although you may be observing one couple for 5 minutes, you will not be able to stare at them for that length of time, so look at your book and at other people quite often, and just glance at the target couple.  Naturally you will miss behavior, but the point is to check your parameters each time you glance at them in order to find patterns. Here are some parameters for your discussion:

· Proximity of the two people—look at upper and lower bodies.  Measure the distance approximately and note how much it changes.

· Orientation of their bodies.  Are they sitting next to each other or across from each other.  How do they orient their bodies to each other? 

· Arm gestures.  Do both gesture?  Do you notice any mirroring, such as one waving his/her hand in a particular way (not greeting someone), then the other doing the same thing?  

· Head nods. Are these quite noticeable or barely perceptible?  Do both nod whether or not they are the listener?

· Who appears to be talking the most?  
· What nonverbal behaviors help you see the type of relationship these two people have?

II.  Take notes on a small group of people who are standing and talking together.  A good place to observe people is on Red Square on a nice afternoon or in one of the smoking tents.  Adam Kendon, a research of nonverbal behavior, has noted that these small groups will form a tight circle with a space in the middle, and while they may twist their necks or upper torsos to talk to someone else, or they may step forward or back, the participants will eventually stabilize their movements so that their proximity, stances, and body orientation stabilize.  You may notice that the group may lose or gain participants, and after this organization change, the former organization will occur.  Test this finding by watching your group for at least 10 minutes. 

III.  Walk in a crowded space and pay attention to eye gaze.  Do you look at other people in the eye as you walk?  How far away are they when and if you do that?  Do others look you in the eye, which you notice only when you look at them?  How far away are they?  Try to pay close attention to and write about at least two eye gaze interactions on paper.

