Research Project in Discourse

Evolving Communication, Winter 2008

By Susan Fiksdal

Your project will be worth 4 credits.  In order to earn those credits, you will need to present a polished, well organized, well argued paper that indicates a depth of knowledge in the area you have chosen as well as the broader area of discourse analysis.  In awarding 4 credits for the project, I am assuming you will work from 10-12 hours each week on it.  At first, you will be spending most of your time searching on line, consulting with the reference librarian(s), searching the stacks (looking at books in the library itself).  You will be reading carefully and taking notes.

Taking Notes:  I recommend that you do this electronically, heading each entry with the correct citation so that it is ready to be transferred to your list of references.  Here is the URL for the Writing Center’s page on APA format.  There you will find more URLs for your specific purpose.  Learn APA format!  http://www.evergreen.edu/writingcenter/citations.php
Annotated Bibliography: This is a list of all sources that have been useful, listed alphabetically according to the first author’s last name.  You should write a short paragraph (4-5 sentences) about each item which summarizes in your own words the study or argument that was presented.  If you are writing about a book that is thematically organized, like Discourse Analysis by Barbara Johnstone, you would write a paragraph about each chapter that you will use.  If the book is compiled by editors (each chapter will have a different author), you will write about each relevant chapter. If, however, the book is about one major study, you will write the paragraph about the entire study and you will need to make your paragraph as long as necessary to incorporate the information that is useful to you.  This last point is very important:  the bibliography is and will remain very useful to you.  You will submit it first in week 3, Jan. 24.  It should have at least 10 sources.  Please realize that by asking for 10 sources, I am trying to help you read seriously and a lot about your topic.  If you cannot find adequate resources, then you may need to change the way you are doing your research or change your topic.  If you are successful in finding 10 sources, you may realize in reading them that not all are relevant to your specific topic; still, you have read them and taken that time.  This is useful work because you can always suggest resources to others, and expanding your knowledge is good.  Even in an article that you do not cite in your paper, you may find a reference to an article that is useful.  So this exercise will help you move along in your project no matter what.  You will continue to add to your bibliography through the quarter, and you will submit the final version with your paper in week 9, March 7.

Doing research:  

· Your first search will be the Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts.  Keep a record of the keywords you use for your search so that you gradually refine your search.  

· A second search should be in the library catalogue itself as you search for books. Use the subject index first, then try keywords.  If you do not find what you need, click on “Summit” to access more libraries and continue your search. Before submitting a request, check which libraries own it, because if Evergreen already has it, there is no reason to submit a request.  

· Jstor is another database that has many articles in full text so you don’t have to wait for them.  However, it does not access many linguistic articles.

· Google Scholar also has full text articles, but it is not very well equipped for discourse analysis references.  Still, a quick search is useful.

· Science Citation index is crucial when you have found an author whose work is helpful.  Search the index to find other authors who have cited the one you like.  To access this, look at Sarah Pedersen’s link on our Projects Page.

Recording conversation or stories:  You have had an audio workshop so you should be well informed about which mics to experiment with.  Please buy a thumb drive to back up your files for this project!!  As you are recording, be sure to verify that your equipment is working.  Always bring all of your equipment with you; for example, if your batteries fail, you may be able to find an electrical outlet and continue your work.  Choosing which chunks you want to analyze closely will take time. Generally speaking, you will want to think about the ways in which speakers frame particular moments, as, for example, the pre-announcement (‘guess what?”) contextualization cue.  This can be a repair sequence (“what I meant to say…”; an explanation, a joke, a story, a side sequence).  You will then transcribe this moment using all available cues.  For example, if you have videotaped, you will want to include relevant nonverbal gestures.

Analysis: We began work on close analysis of conversation this week. You are not all looking at conversation, but the goal of close reading is still present.  You sill find that you will need to read your transcript or speech many times in order to find patterns.  This is part of the work, so prepare yourself for that.  If you would like a help session at any point, I am available to work with you. Bring your transcript!

Reformulating your topic.  As you immerse yourself in the research and analysis, you may find that the particular area you have chosen is too narrow or too broad. You should immediately email me or talk to me.  I can help you think about which direction to take. 

Transcription Conventions

There are many transcription conventions.  We will use a common one.  

· Always number every line.  In Word, go to Page Setup under “File.” Click on the tab “Layout.”  You will see “line numbering box.” Select it and then answer the questions.  (You can also number lines manually.)

· Indent 5 spaces and use a capital letter to indicate the speaker.  

· Capitalize the First word in the utterance. 

· Use punctuation only as noted below.

· Try to be very accurate.

(0.5)


Pause.  Number in parentheses indicates length in seconds.

(.)


Micropause – a slight hesitation (shorter than .5 seconds)

italics
Stress.  Italicize the syllable or single syllable word that receives stress either by pitch or volume (you will also see underline used to indicate stress).

º
Talk within degree symbols is quieter than surrounding talk. 

<  >
Talk within is slower than surrounding talk.

>  <
Talk within is faster than surrounding talk.

(
Noticeable rise in intonation

(
Noticeable fall in intonation

[       ]  
Overlap.  Place the square brackets around the overlapped words and line them up so it is visually clear that there is an overlap

= 
Latching.  At the end of one speaker’s turn and again at the beginning of the next speaker’s turn, = indicates that the second speaker begins talking immediately; it’s almost an overlap. (Also used to show that one speaker’s talk continues without break despite another speaker’s overlap.)

I-I-it
hyphens indicate a false start

Uh, um
“pause fillers”
 -- be sure to write out.

Ye:::ah
colons indicate a lengthened vowel

hh


breath sound

(   )


inaudible

(talk)


talk in parentheses is unclear, represents transcriber’s best guess

((laughs))
use double parentheses for paralinguistic details and gestures if relevant

.
Use a period only if the intonation falls

?
Use a question mark only if the intonation rises

Example I

C
Counsel

W
Witness

1     C:
 Now wasn’t it true that the area where the car stopped is some distance from any 


2
 house?

3
 (2.0)

4     W:  Yeah


5     C:   And (.) was it pitch dark or could you see Mr-Mr. [Brown? 

6     W:                                                                                   [ºI could see ‘im.º] 

7     C:   Could you repeat that?

8     W:  I could see:: ‘im.                                              

