FOVA   -  Final Art History Essay Assignment

Option A:  Select a topic in 20th century art (an artist or group of artists,  an movement, a particular work) that is introduced in Chapters 6,7,and 8 of The Shock of the New.  Your topic must come from these chapters.   Develop a 4 page essay  that goes beyond the text in examining and discussing the topic.   As with all expository essays, have a clear thesis and use specific supporting examples or evidence to develop the thesis.   

Option B: Same as Option A, but with a shorter (2 page) essay and a creative work (eg. a painting, or sculpture) that is a “counterfeit” work of one of the artists dealt with in the essay.  (For example, if your essay dealt with Rothko, you would make a painting that is so much in Rothko’s style that it would sell for 5 million as a genuine Rothko!)

Option C:   Select a two-page spread in either The Shock of the New (chapters 6,7,8) or The Humanistic Tradition (chapters 36, 37, 38) that you think does not do justice to a specific topic, or where an important artist or issue is omitted.  Re-write the two-page spread including revised images.  Present your re-working of the pages in a format that mimics, as closely as you can, the style of the actual text.  

ALL OPTIONS NOTE :  Your essay/text re-write should be well organized, clearly written and carefully proof-read to eliminate small grammatical errors.  This is your opportunity to show your grasp of the vocabulary of formal analysis and aesthetic criticism.  Use specific, accurate vocabulary and show your stuff!    The length guidelines are for the text, and do not include illustrations.  Please adhere strictly to the length guidelines.  Essays A or B must be done in Times New Roman, 12 font, or Ariel, 10 font, double spaced.  
All essays must include citations of sources and a properly cited bibliography.

If you have questions on how to do this, ask Matt, Susan or the Writing Center.

The writing center is a GREAT resource. Take advantage of it. Write. Proof. Re-write. Proof again. Etc…

This writing should be taken very seriously, as it’s a perfect item for us to reference in your final evaluation.

Essay is due Tuesday, May 27th, week 9.

