Foundations of Health Science
 Research Project: Fall Quarter 2007 

A list of careers associated with human health would be too long to fill this page.  Many of you are contemplating careers of this nature.  Perhaps you aspire to be a nutritionist, a midwife, a massage therapist, or an acupuncturist.  Maybe you envision yourself as a nurse, a doctor, a physical therapist, or maybe a medical lab technician.  People in all of these fields experience the ever-changing world of medicine.  Especially in today’s technology age it is critical that medical professionals can locate relevant medical articles, sort out the reliable sources from the myriad of junk on the internet, and clearly communicate their learned knowledge.

For this independent, one-quarter, assignment you will research an approved topic of your choosing and present your findings.  This assignment is not a research paper, but rather a research poster presentation.  Throughout the quarter there are a variety of scheduled program activities to assist you.  There will be several workshops including library workshops, abstract writing workshops, poster tips workshops, and also an abstract peer review session.  The workshops are designed to provide you support in completing the project.  The majority of hours spent on this project will be outside of class time.  (Please remember that all submitted work for this assignment should be typed.)

Research Topic: You will need to select a topic of interest to you that incorporates science (biology and/or chemistry) and medicine. It is possible to approach a topic from a historical or ethical perspective provided that the scientific aspects are also addressed. Several example topic titles are shown below.

· Thyroid cancer: the past and today

· Red wine and heart disease

· The history of stinging nettle, its properties and uses

· The chemistry of acupuncture

· Science behind the formation and treatment of kidney stones

· Re-examining the Tuberculosis Sanatorium 

· Albuterol, from lab to patient

· Evolution and cancer

· Chemistry toolkit of a medicine woman

Summary of Due Dates:

· Statement of Research Topic (week 2)

· Annotated Bibliography (week 5)

· Abstract (week 8)

· Updated Annotated Bibliography (week 8)

· Revised Abstract and Additional Readings (week 9)

· Poster Presentation (week 10)

Statement of Research Topic: (due Tuesday of week 2) Submit a short paragraph description of your topic choice. It is not necessary to have a clear thesis statement at this time.  As you locate materials related to your topic you may need to expand or narrow your selection.

Annotated Bibliography: (due Tuesday of week 5) One of the final outcomes of the research project will be an annotated bibliography.  The difference between a bibliography and an annotated bibliography is that an annotated bibliography describes what information was found in each source.  The annotated bibliography workshops, with Sara Huntington, will detail our expectations for this portion of the assignment.  Since this is a quarter-long project, be sure that you use a wide variety of sources.  You should have at least 10 sources in your annotated bibliography, the majority of which are peer-reviewed academic sources.

Abstract: (due Tuesday of week 8) Prepare an abstract of your research project presentation and bring four copies of it to seminar.

Updated Annotated Bibliography: (due Tuesday of week 8) This final annotated bibliography will replace the one previously submitted.  At this point all of the library research should be completed so that your annotated bibliography is all inclusive.

Revised Abstract and Additional Readings: (due Tuesday of week 9) Prepare a revised draft of your research project abstract.  Also, prepare a list of additional readings that you would recommend to others who are interested in your topic.  

The format for this assignment is very important. Use size 12 font in the “Times New Roman” type.  Set the page margins to be 1 inch at the top, bottom, and right. Set the left page margin to be 1.5 inches. Centered at the top of the page in size 16 font should be the title of your project, “What Ever Your Title Is.” Centered on the second line, in size 14 font, should be the author, “by Your Name.” Leave two rows empty. On the next row type “Abstract:” in 12 font bold. Indent the next line and begin typing your abstract, in standard 12 font.  Skip one line and type “Additional Readings:” in bold size 12 font. Be sure the start of the word “Additional” lines up with the word “Abstract”. Indent the next line and begin typing your reading list. Use alphabetical order for your list, by author/director last name.  The necessary format for the additional readings and an example of what this page should look like can be found on the Internet at insert website URL here.   This assignment should be submitted electronically to Rebecca.  The class abstracts/additional readings pages will be bound and distributed at the start of the research symposium on Thursday of week ten..

Poster Presentation: (due Thursday of week 10)  A poster will be the final outcome of your project.  You will present this poster to your colleagues during a poster symposium on Thursday of week ten.  You will not be writing a formal paper summarizing your research.  Do not be falsely confident that a poster presentation does not require the same amount of research as a paper.  In fact, you often need to do more research to compile an informative poster for your colleagues than you do to write a research paper.  Also, you will need to answer questions about your research during the poster session.  This requires a great deal of depth of knowledge.

