Seattle Art Museum     Image Analysis and Drawing

   Due Tues. Week 7, Nov. 6th.  

At the Museum:

Select an artwork that is attractive, interesting or provocative.  Make a 15 min.  8 ½ x11”  drawing of the piece.  Carefully note the artist’s name, the date of the work and the medium in which it was executed.  Make the notes necessary to carry out the image analysis below.

Upon Return from the Museum:  Do enough research on the artist (it can be on-line) to learn about his/her background and some basic information about the art movement, time period and culture with which the artist is identified.  Consider how these may have influenced the artist’s choices in making the work.  

Image Analysis:

Write a two-page image analysis of the piece you selected.  Double space, use Times New Roman 12 pt. font.    Use the following format:
1. Introduction and Thesis
 Introduce the work, giving a brief statement of historical background in a few sentences.  Then briefly state your thesis, i.e. say what the work seems to talk about.   What interesting idea(s) or experience does it propose/offer the viewer.  What do you conclude that the artist want the viewer to think about or feel? Trust your own gut response on this.  You are the expert here.  (Once you get your idea/thesis, look for aspects of the piece that led you to your response.  They will be your supporting details later in the essay.)

2. Description: 
 Before you develop and argue your thesis, use a paragraph or two to describe the work.  Write the description in objective and neutral language and in a logical sequence.  For example, starting from left to right, or top to bottom, or what ever works best, but don’t jump around.  Start by saying briefly what the subject matter is (what is represented) if the piece is figurative, or by describing the forms if the work is abstract.   As you describe, note how the artist has used shape, line, pattern, color, texture, and value (light/dark) to create unity, variation or visual rhythm in the work.   Note how the work is organized (its composition): is it symmetrical, asymmetrical, circular in composition?  Can you describe what style is used?  You might use one of these terms to help: naturalistic, expressionistic, surreal, impressionistic, abstract.  

3. Analysis: 
After describing the artwork, restate or refine your thesis and argue it.   Discuss how the artist has used the aspects of the piece you described to make it mean what you feel it means.  Again, trust your own judgment, and point to particular aspects of the work to support your idea.   A good approach is to keep thinking, “I want my readers to see…….”  Call attention to specific details – the evidence- to be persuasive.

4. Conclusion:
      Summarize your argument.      

Submit the essay, stapled with your 8x10” drawing (spray-fix, please) at 9:00 am

Tuesday, Week 6, Nov.        .

