The Art and Science of Light, Fall 2007

Evaluation Prompt

Background Documents helpful to review:

· On the program website, review the weekly schedules, list of assignments, and posted readings to help recall specifically all you did this quarter.

There are different strategies you can use for organizing your self-evaluation. The one suggested here is to begin with an introduction, then move through the major activities in the program, discussion all or the most important to you, assessing your learning over the term in each, then write a brief conclusion.   The important thing is to not bog down worrying about prose; just start listing things in a rough outline.  Remember, it’s only one page; keep it concise.
Possible material for your opening paragraph:
· Summarize your experience, hopes and learning goals at the start of the program. How did your hopes and goals change over the course of the program?  Any new ones?

· Describe your performance in the program overall. (How was your attendance? Participation? Characterize your work.   Complete? Some holes?  Your best work was…?  Where could you improve? How did you improve?)

Material to draw from for your central paragraphs:

Here is a list of the major program activities.  Try numbering them in the order of their significance to you, and then address them in that order.   Characterize your learning in each and what you feel were especially significant experiences and insights for you.  What do you think about now that you wouldn’t have before? What can you do now that you couldn’t do before?

· Science Lectures
· Science Labs
· Art Lectures  and work discussions 
· Art workshops (Line, sighting skills, proportion, linear perspective, value, shading, color)
· Guest Speakers, Readings and Fieldtrip (significant ideas from readings, new insights from lectures and discussions)
· Project Work  (Idea development, research skills, exploration of creative work appropriate to your topic, development of new skills and interests through project exploration)
· Critical Thinking and Assessment (Critical thinking or insight into your own and other’s work, integrative thinking-making connections between ideas, investigations, methods, etc.)

Material for your final paragraph(s):

· How would you characterize your grasp of the skills and ideas presented?  Passing?  Fair? Very Good?  Excellent?  Detailed or general? 

· How have your understanding and ideas about terms like light, color, and art and science changed?

· What “light bulb” have you had? (Discoveries, realizations, career ideas…)

· What progress did you make toward the goals you listed above?  What have you learned about yourself and your own learning strategies?

· What will your next steps be? (Next term? Long term? New hopes? New goals?…} 

A Note on Style:  

 In writing your Self-Evaluation, consider the voice you use.  Does what you say about your work sound vague? Check to see if your tone sounds, pompous, self-serving, too chatty, overwrought, defensive or apologetic.  Strive to write clear, honest, and well-crafted prose.  Note your accomplishments without over-inflation.  Tie generalities back to specific examples in your work and experience.  Be objective.  Consider quoting yourself from your own writing in regard to personal and heartfelt work.

