Mathematical Systems, Spring 2008, End-of-quarter information
Linear Algebra
The Final Exam will be handed out on Friday of Week 9, and is due to my office (under the door is fine) by noon on Wednesday of Week 10.  The exam will be open-note, open-textbook, but closed to other resources (i.e. no internet, no other textbooks, and no consulting anyone else).  The last homework assignment of the quarter is due on Wednesday of Week 9.  The Final Exam will cover Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, and parts of Chapter 6.  Some problems on the Final will be optional for lower-division science credit, but required for upper-division credit.  Upper-division science credit will be based on successful completion of this portion of the exam, as well as successful work on the more theoretical questions from the homework and midterm exams.

Abstract Algebra 
The last homework assignment is due on Tuesday of Week 10.  In Week 10, class will still meet and we will wrap up the cyclotomic polynomials material as needed.  Attendance and participation in class will count in lieu of additional homework.

Algebraic Topology  
Our goal for Week 9 is to finish the Classification of Surfaces Theorem—everyone should have a sense for the complete proof, which runs through most of Chapter 12, by the end of Week 9.  The final assignment is due on Friday of Week 10.  We may or may not have class on that day—we will decide this as a group.
Portfolios for Linear Algebra, Abstract Algebra and Topology:

--Drop off in box outside my office Wednesday of Week 10 by 5 p.m.
--Should contain all your work for the quarter.  At a minimum, this is:


a) Self-evaluation covering all your work in Math Systems (I will keep this).

b) All Spring homeworks (except those still in possession of the graders) 

d) Spring Exams with Evaluation grids.
e) A completed evaluation survey, which will help me write an effective    

   evaluation of your work in this program.

Final day potluck:
Friday of Week 10 there will be an all-program Potluck Lunch 12-1:30 in our usual classroom.  I hope everyone will attend, and bring a culinary contribution.  I’ll bring plates, cups, utensils, etc.  The final presentations will follow this lunch.
Evaluation conferences:

--These will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday of Week 11.  The sign-up sheet will be on my office door in Week 10.
--Please bring an evaluation of faculty (me) to this conference, or give it to the Lab 2 Program Secretaries prior to the conference. 
Additional information for Independent Study Students:
Independent Study Portfolios
These are due outside my office by Friday of Week 9 at 5 p.m.  These are extremely important as they are the main source that I will be looking at as I write your evaluation.  They should contain all of your work for the quarter, for each of the independent topics that you studied.  For each topic, you should include:

        --Your 10-week plan.  Really.  Many of you have only given this to me orally so far.
        --A written description of the work you actually completed using the Summary of Activities questionnaire that I will hand out.  You should explicitly address any differences between your original plan and the material that you actually covered.  You should also include a summary of your activities—be as explicit as you can about how much time you spent doing what.  If you have not achieved your original goals but still feel that you have done 4 credits worth of work, let me know why.  If you have attempted upper-division material, let me know if you feel that the work you have produced has been at the upper-division level, and why.

Final presentations
All independent study students are required to attend all presentations.  Please take these seriously as they represent the culmination of 10 weeks of independent work, and you will no doubt learn something about a new area as well as supporting and providing feedback to your colleagues.

Schedule:

Tuesday of Week 9
1:30-2:30 History/Applications of Linear Algebra (Matt G., Annie)

3:00-4:15 Set Theory (Ryan, Ari, Sophie, Malcolm)

Friday of Week 9
1:30-2:30 Game Theory (Matt F, Drew)

2:45-3:15 Applications to Biology (Mikkel)

Friday of Week 10

1:30-2:00 Algebra & Music (Sumner)

2:30-4:00 ODE Presentations (Carl, Mikkel, Drew, Gabrielle, Ari, Paul)

Final Exam Schedule
Friday of Week 9: 

2:30-4:30 Knot Theory (Sumner)

3:30-4:30 ODE’s (Carl, Mikkel, Drew, Gabrielle, Ari, Paul)

Tuesday of Week 10: 

1:30-3:30 Proofs (Carl, Sophie, Sumner)

1:30-3:30 Complex Analysis (Gabrielle, Drew, Matt F., Malcolm)

1:30-3:30 Abstract Algebra (C)
