SEMINAR PAPER DIRECTIONS

AKA:  TLS (Teaching, Learning, Schooling) Synthesis Paper
GOALS:

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate a written understanding of learning theory, it’s application to teaching and education systems. (Standard 5.3)

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate an integrative knowledge of learning theories. (Standard 5.3)

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate the ability to produce a document using APA conventions.

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate the ability to write a thesis driven expository essay.
EVALUATION:
· ALL papers will be evaluated using the seminar paper rubric.
· You will be evaluated on how well you are able to synthesize the material, draw logical conclusions, and correctly use APA conventions.

CONTENT:

Each week as you read, you will be writing a formal, APA formatted (and cited), synthesis paper answering the questions:

· What is Learning from this author(s)'s perspective?

· What is Teaching from this author(s)'s perspective?

· What is Schooling from this author(s)'s perspective?

After the first week, you will modify and synthesize your thesis statement to incorporate each week’s new readings to show your understanding of learning theory, and it’s application to teaching and education systems.

Your paper each week should reflect your understandings of the books/authors read.  Your paper should:

· a) explicate what the sources say about teaching and learning (backed up with sufficient quotes and page numbers), and 

· b) compare and contrast how authors' views are alike or different
This is a progressive synthesis paper.  This means, you will need to REWRITE to make major revisions to the paper each week, not merely add on.  The paper may NOT EXCEED 10-12 pages.
BASIC FORMATTING:

· WORD PROCESSED and saved on disk

· double-spaced, 1” margins

· 12 pt Arial font.  NO script or italicized fonts

· Follow APA 5th edition guidelines (this means bold, underlining, italicizing all have rules to follow!)

PAPERS DUE EACH WEEK:

· Hard copy due at the beginning of each Tuesday seminar session
· Keep ALL papers on a disk AND a second back-up source (either another disk or hard drive)

· Post your paper each week on your personal web page by Tuesday 9pm each week
