Lesson Title: Planting Lawns
Grade Level: 2nd
Related Standards:
2.1.2. Understand how to plan and conduct simple investigations following all safety rules.
Objective:

After a group discussion and teacher demonstration SWBAT prepare their soil cups, plant and water their seeds and make an initial observation.
Materials:
Foss Kit supplies
Procedures:

Have students gather in the front of the room so that you can conduct a group discussion about lawns.  Ask the students questions to prompt the discussion.
· Has anyone seen a lawn recently? Describe it.

· What kinds of plants are in lawns?

· What has to be done to care for a lawn?

· If we wanted to grow some little lawns, how might we do that?

Introduce seeds: tell students that you have some rye grass seeds, which is the type of grass used in lawns.  Pass around the bag of seeds for everyone to see.  Also, introduce the idea that there are sometimes other things that grow in lawns.  Pass around bag of alfalfa seeds for students to look at.  Tell them they will be planting both these seeds in their own lawns.
Show students the planter cup, and let everybody see the two holes in the bottom.  Tell the students that will each get their own cup and plant their own lawn.  Model the planting procedure:

· Fill cup with soil and then level with finger so it is even across the top.

· Tamp down the soil firmly.

· Use small plastic spoon to measure out rye grass seeds and pour onto the top o the soil.
· Sprinkle a pinch of the alfalfa seeds evenly among the grass seeds.

· Cover the seeds with a thin layer of soil.

· Place cup on a paper towel and add one vial of water.

Have students return to their seats with the material people collecting the cups for the group.  Have students start by attaching their name label to the outside of their cup.  Have students come one group at a time to fill their cups with soil.  Distribute one cup of seeds to each group and then have them follow the rest of the steps.  

When groups are finished have them bring their completed plantings to the front of the room to be placed in the holding tray.  

Once students are back in their seats discuss with them the light requirements for lawns.  Explain that lawns don’t need light all the time but they will need to be placed by the window during day so they get sunlight.  Also, discuss the watering needs of lawns.  Explain that instead of water the tops of the lawn they will pour the water directly into the holding tray.  However they will do this only when there is no standing water in the tray.  At this time add half a liter of water enriched with four drops of plant fertilizer.
Distribute growing calendars to students and as a group fill out today as the day they planted their lawns.  Explain that each day they will record either with words or picture the status of their lawn.
Assessment/Evaluation Tasks

	SWBAT
	Emerging
	Developing
	Proficient

	Prepare soil cups, plant and water  seeds.
	Student does not complete planting.
	Student partially completes planting (only two of the three steps are completed or are completed correctly).
	Student completes planting completely and correctly.

	Make initial observation.
	Student does not complete an initial observation.
	Student begins to record observation but does not complete it with any detail.
	Student completes an initial observation which includes a detailed drawing or description of their lawn.


