Lesson Plan Title: Lesson Plan Title: Balancing Open Sentences

Key Concept(s) in this lesson: Students will be introduced on how to make a sentence of equations true. This concept is an element in Algebra that students will need as they continue on in their education. 

Grade Level: 3rd grade

Section 1: WHAT YOU WANT STUDENTS TO KNOW, BE ABLE TO DO, OR FEEL/UNDERSTAND
Standards addressed (EALRs, GLEs) 

GLE: 1.5.3 Understand the concept of mathematical equality and use the symbol = in equations. 

Lesson Goals: The goals of the lesson would allow the students to understand the concept of balance in equations and finding the missing part of the equation. 

Specific Objectives:  

Given Teacher instructions and pair group work students using scale or picture on board will know how to balance equations and use algebraic thinking to solve for the missing part of the equation. 

Primary Learning Targets (Circle Appropriate Targets)  (Be sure learning activities are congruent with targets chosen.)(a) Knowledge     (b) Reasoning Proficiency       (c) Performance Skill   (d) Create a Product          (e) Dispositions

Students will enhance their knowledge of algebraic thinking and reasoning proficiency 
Section 2: HOW WILL YOU KNOW THAT THE LEARNING TARGETS WERE MET?
Preassessments:(Align with EALR’s and GLE’s.  You want to find out where they are on your learning targets.) Attach instruments if appropriate.

Students complete three individual mathematical warm up activities. 

“good morning class. Today we are going to be learning about mathematical sentences and how to find the missing part and finding the right number to make both sides of the equation equal. For our warm up today, I would like you all to take out a piece of paper, pencil and your thinking brains. I am going to write three equations on the board and I want you to work independently and do your best to solve the problem on your own. If you get stuck, just try your best. “ 

Problems: 

5 + 2 = _____

4 + _____ = 6 

_____ + 4 = 8

Formative Assessments: (How are your students progressing toward goals?) Attach instruments if appropriate.

Teacher will collect their warm up activity

Summative Assessment: (Be specific about how your assessment aligns with EALR’s and GLE’s.) Attach instruments if appropriate.

Section 3: HOW WILL YOU HELP YOUR STUDENTS MEET THE LEARNING TARGETS?

Scripted guiding questions that you will ask your students.  You may want to include some possible answers you might get.  You certainly want to be prepared to respond to a variety of answers.

“Ok class, please turn in your warm ups into the basket. Now that you had some review practice of finding the hidden piece in equations, we are going to look as how to create a balanced equation? Does anyone have and guesses as what I mean by balanced equation? When you balance and equation you want to make sure that on both the left side and right side on the equal sign is balanced that it has the same answer. So today we are going to practice doing some problems together. First we are going to do one problem together. Then with your shoulder partners you will work on two problems together. After you have finished your two problems I want you each to create your own problem to have your partner solve 

Problems: 

3 + 7 = 7 + _____

4 + 5 + ____ - 1

6 - ____ = 7 – 4

____ + 5 = 5 + 8 

Room Arrangement: Small Groups

Materials Needed: Paper and pencil

Accommodations For Special Needs: (e. g. ELL, 504, ADA)

Students will be able to receive instruction in a variety of ways through verbal and written. Lesson could also be taught using a real scale and objects to represent numbers if students are having a difficult time understanding from board. 
