Joe Behnke, 5/27/08

Lesson Plan Title:  Weather Calendars 
Key Concept(s) in this lesson:  Weather
Grade Level:  1 and 2
Section 1: WHAT YOU WANT STUDENTS TO KNOW, BE ABLE TO DO, OR FEEL/UNDERSTAND
Standards addressed (EALRs, GLEs) 
GLE 1.3.6:  Know common weather indicators and understand that weather conditions change from season to

season.

(1) Observe, measure, and record weather conditions, noting changes and patterns from day to day and over

the seasons (e.g., temperature, wind, rain, snow).

(1) Name common weather conditions (e.g., rain, snow, wind).
Lesson Goals:  Students will observe and record weather on a daily basis.
Specific Objectives: Given an activity describing different types of weather seen in photographs, teacher lead discussion on weather men/women’s use of symbols, and practice observing actual weather conditions, the student will be able to observe and record weather on a daily basis.

Primary Learning Targets (Circle Appropriate Targets)  (a) Knowledge     (b) Reasoning Proficiency       (c) Performance Skill   (d) Create a Product          (e) Dispositions
Section 2: HOW WILL YOU KNOW THAT THE LEARNING TARGETS WERE MET?
Preassessments: Students will be shown a sequence of photographs on the overhead that depict different weather conditions.  They will write down a name or draw a symbol for the type of weather on a piece of paper for each photograph.
Formative Assessments:  Teacher will monitor students to see if they are keeping up with their weather observations throughout the month.  

Summative Assessment:  The students will get a blank calendar.  They will record weather over a month’s time.  The teacher will collect their calendars at the end of the month to see if their weather observations match his/hers.  

Section 3: HOW WILL YOU HELP YOUR STUDENTS MEET THE LEARNING TARGETS?

Room Arrangement:  4 desk clusters with a carpet for circle sitting.
Materials Needed:  Thermometer, Windsock, Calendar, Calendar print-outs, scissors, pencils, colored pencils or crayons
Accommodations For Special Needs:  This lesson works well for ELL’s because it uses picture symbols to record weather events.  If there were a blind student in the room, the teacher could texturize the weather symbols that went on the class calendar with bubble paint.  Also, the teacher could take the students outside each day to observe and feel the weather.
Activities (Label each step in the process:  Activating Prior Knowledge, Disequilibration, Elaboration, Crystallization)
	Time
	What Teacher Does
	What Students Do

	e.g. 5 min.

(or 9:40-9:45
	Introductory Activity :  The teacher turns on weather channel online and shows the students a weather broadcast.  The class has a short discussion about how the weather person communicated different types of weather.  



	
	The teacher gives the students a slide show.  The teacher has prepared a sequenced slide show depicting several photographs of different kinds of weather.  The teacher instructs the students to take out a piece of paper and number it 1 through ten.  The students are instructed to write in words or pictures what weather is in each slide.  (Activate Prior Knowledge)

	Students get out piece of paper and number it one through ten down the page.  They write the name of the weather or draw a picture symbol for each slide that depicts a different weather event.  For example, for a slide depicting a downpour, they could write “rain” or draw some rain drops.

	Time:
	Bring students to the carpet area and have a talk with them about how weather scientists and weather men/women use symbols to represent different kinds of weather.  (The Foss kit comes with symbols to represent overcast, rainy, sunny, snowy, and partly cloudy weather.)  Show the students the symbols that come with the Foss kit and go over each one:  “Sunny weather is when it’s bright and sunny with few or no clouds.”  Ask the students, “what’s overcast weather?”  Paraphrase their response, “Overcast weather is when the sky is gray and cloudy, but it’s not raining or snowing.”  Do this for each weather symbol. 

The teacher explains to the students that from now on the class will be responsible for recording weather and using these symbols to record the daily weather on a calendar.  

Tell the students that there are also other things that make up weather.  Ask the students if they know any other things that weather men/women observe to share with their audience?  Eventually the teacher wants to talk about temperature and wind, whether the students bring these things up or the teacher does.  The teacher will have with him/her a wind sock and an outdoor thermometer.  The teacher will discuss the function of the windsock and they will come up with a way to record wind each day.  (For example, there could be three wind states: windy, breezy, and no wind.  When the wind sock is horizontal its high wind, when the wind sock’s moving, but not constantly horizontal, it’s breezy, and when it’s limp and not moving, there’s no wind.)  They could have a similar scale for temperature i.e. below 40 degrees is brrr!, 40 to 65 is mild, 65 to 80 is warm, and 80 to 105 is hot! 
	Students should listen, ask questions, and contribute ideas during this time. 

	Time:
	Teacher will hand out individual calendars and sheets of weather symbols.  The teacher will take students outside to make their first weather observations, bringing the windsock and thermometer.  Students will discuss the weather with the teacher and identify the weather symbol that represents the weather.  They will read the thermometer and look at the windsock.  Back at class, each student will record the day on their calendar.  The teacher will field their questions.
	Students go outside with teacher to observe the weather, temperature, and wind.  Then they go back to the classroom and record the weather on their calendars using the weather symbols from the Foss kit and the information they got from the windsock and thermometer.  crystalization

	Time:
	Closure Plan 

	
	Teacher tells students to keep their weather journal in their desks because they’ll be updating them everyday during the month.


	


Evidence/Task for Positive Impact on Student Learning:

The teacher will compare the students preassessment with their completed weather observation calendar.  
