CLASSROOM ASSESSMENT: Supporting Teaching and Learning in Real Classrooms

By Catherine S. Taylor and Susan Bobbitt Nolen

2005 Pearson Education Inc

www.prenhall.com/taylor
Section one: The Role of Assessment in Supporting Teaching and Learning discusses the philosophy and purpose of assessment, and assessing students with disabilities. The section covers learning goals, if it is worth teaching it is worth assessing and covers the types of learning goals and has examples. The section looks at what motivates students and how assessment and feedback can motivate students.
Section two: Performance assessment covers the assessment of authentic work on three levels (elementary, middle, and high school), ensuring the match between performance and learning goals, developing scoring rules, integration, modifications and accommodations, reliability and validity issues with performance-based assessment. 
Section three: Classroom Testing covers building tests, scoring, study guides, developmental appropriateness, reliability and validity issues, adaptations for students with disabilities, feedback, and retaking tests, developing and evaluating test items – including multiple choice, short answer, matching, true-false, completion, and the validity and reliability of these traditional items. The last part of this section covers performance and written items.
Section four: Summarizes student achievement by covering grading and the process of grading starting with an argument for grades, the types of grades (references norm and standard), developmental issues for primary grades and special needs. The section features portfolio assessment, the purpose of portfolios, the process, types (cumulative), reflection and self evaluation. Next the section discusses communicating with others about student learning which includes parents and guardians, and other professionals. The last section highlights how to use information from standardized tests with a history of tests, development of tests, testing tests, types of tests, score interpretation, comparison of types of tests, reliability and validity of tests and using test scores effectively (by saying that test scores for a single year may not be informative, but you can look for patterns over time for information about individual students). This section covers standardize test taking for students with disabilities and making accommodations. 
