When Learners Evaluate by Jane Hansen

As Ira Shor says in Empowering Education, “Participation is the most important place to begin because student involvement is low in traditional classrooms and because action is essential to gain knowledge and develop intelligence.”  In this book by Jane Hansen there are tools to help actualize student participation.

Hansen suggests self-evaluation as a means to engage students more in their learning, more aware of what they have done/acheived and get them excited about what they would like to learn more about.  Impressively, Hansen also keeps her own portfolio and evaluates her own work in a self-reflective process.  She reflects on her own self-reflection and overall learning processes and therefore experiences what it’s like to be involved personally in the process.

Hansen looks at several parts of the evaluation process.  They are as follows:

1. Students evaluation of their own school work:

Hansen also talks about students deciding on their own reading levels by teacher help navigating their options.

Portfolios are given for evaluating performance according to Hansen. However, students’ own evaluation of their portfolios is a technique suggested.  In order to guide the students to extend their thinking beyond “I like it” teachers need to ask more questions and encourage sharing of student work.  There are many ways to self-evaluate including writing and speaking 

Hansen also talks about students using drawing as a form of self-evaluation as well as using collage.  In using collage discussions centered around using a combination of collage and written reflection.  Another idea was connecting ones collage and writing with other learning.  For example, using a poem or story from the newspaper to try to explain ones learning about a seemingly unrelated topic.

2. Students evaluation of Out-of-School lives:

By valuing students contributions to their families and communities teachers assert their worth.  One suggestion was asking students to answer the question, “Who am I?”  Having students speak to work and interests in their outside lives and helping them connect academics to personal and work life.

3. Students evaluation of their school:

By having students evaluate their school and experience in school they have ownership of their experience, their peer relationships take on deeper meaning as well as their relationship with other parts of the school.  A lot of this section is about receiving peer evaluations.

