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The Continuum of Literacy Learning: Grades 3-8 A Guide to Teaching

by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas

Principles considered by the authors to be important to literacy instruction:

· Students learn by talking: Engaging students in conversations about a variety of texts increases their comprehension and language abilities.

· Students need to process a large amount of written language: It is important to provide students with a curriculum in which they are given many daily opportunities to read books that they choose independently, read more challenging instructional material with the help of their teacher, and to listen to grade-appropriate and teacher selected texts read aloud.

· The ability to read and comprehend texts is expanded through talking and writing: Students need to learn a variety of ways to write about their reading and talk about texts with other students and the teacher.
· Learning deepens when students engage in reading, talking, and writing about texts across many different instructional contexts.
There are seven curriculum components that Pinnell and Fountas provide detailed sections for each of the grades 3rd-8th. The seven components are:
Interactive Read-Aloud and Literature Discussion: Students discuss with their peers a text that they have heard read aloud or one that they have read themselves.

Shared and Performance Reading: Students read together or take roles in reading a shared text and demonstrate the meaning of the text with their voices.
Writing and Reading:  Students extend their understanding of a text through many writing genres and illustrations.

Writing: Students compose and write their own examples of a variety of genres for various purposes and audiences.

Oral, Visual, and Technological Communication: Students present their ideas through discussion and presentation or by using technology.

Phonics, Spelling and Word Study: Students learn about the relationships of letters to sounds and the structure of words to assist them in reading and spelling.
Guided Reading: Students read a teacher-selected text in a small group with explicit instruction from the teacher and support for reading increasingly challenging texts. 
Pinnell and Fountas include many instructional strategies related to reading and writing and communicating about reading and writing. They suggest ways that students can use strategies to read within the text (literal reading, summarizing and fluency); beyond the text (making predictions, personal connections, content knowledge and synthesizing new information); and about the text (analyzing and critiquing).
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