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Assessment Book 

Making Assessment Elementary by Kathleen Strickland and James Strickland

Chapters

1. Trust and learning

2. Instruments: Assessment drives Instruction

3. Reading Assessments

4. Writing Assessments

5. Portfolios

6. Reporting: Tests and Grades

7. Special education and other concerns

8. It takes a village

Trust and Learning

“We ask students to trust us and trust themselves”

“we must trust our students, we must empower them to make decisions about their learning, to set goals, and to work at a pace that is appropriate for them. “

“As teachers, we must risk giving up control and giving up time.”

Give students time to discover, reflect and connect. 

Reflective evaluation

Instruments: Assessments drives instruction

Assessment begins by establishing a community in the classroom the first few weeks of school. Learning about the students. 

Assessments continue through observations

Checklists can be used as formative and summative assessments

Students and teachers can use checklists

Students can use checklist for self-assessment, what did they get completed, how well did they do. 

Rubrics

Suggestions for creating rubrics

1. list criteria

2. articulate gradations of quality

3. avoid ABC

4. allow class time for the development and use of assessment tools such as rubrics

5. try trial runs with the rubric

6. be willing to revise the rubric

7. use the rubric for self and peer assessment

Reading Assessments

surveys and interviews

learn how a child understands print

miscue analysis

retelling

journals and logs

literature circles

Writing Assessments

Journals and logs to show evidence of growth

Recognizing what children know about writing

Records students progress in spelling either through the more traditional way of spelling tests or through analyzing their journal writing and seeing their growth

Writing conferences

In looking over the rest of the book its pretty basic and covers pretty much everything we’ve already coved in the program. Could be useful as a quick refresher or guide. 

