[image: image1.wmf]Fair Isn’t Always Equal: Assessing and Grading in the 

Differentiated Classroom

 

By, Rick Wormeli

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

How can students demonstrat

e knowledge?

 

Test, quiz, portfolio, checklist, learning contract, model, 

 

demonstration, performance, essay and other writing, v

ideo,

 

           

 

 Website, art project, panel discussion, rubric, Socratic Seminars, 

 

drawing, mind

-

map, display, discussion, portrayal

 

 

“Students achieve more when they have a clear picture of the expectations”

 

 

“Isolation may be one of the great hurdles of learn

ing mastery.  

 

Without focused conversations about mastery, 

 

lesson plans become a series of shots in the dark.” 

 

 

“Good teacher

s allow students more than one chance to master material”

 

 

Before we even begin to write lesson plans, learning objectives and p

re

-

formative

-

summative assessment 

tools should already be in place:

 

 

·

Students should know what they will be assessed on

 

 

·

Allow

 students to re

-

take or re

-

do all assessments for full credit

 

 

·

Offer study guides and study sessions

 

 

·

Give pre

-

assessments bac

k and go over them in class

 

 

·

Feedback is where most of the learning happens

 

 

·

Differentiate Instruction but keep targets the sa

me

 

 

·

Grades should reflect mastery of content alone

 

 

Remember the Goal is Mastery

 


