
INTRODUCTION TO SPECIAL EDUCATION

Accessibility Simulation

This experience is intended to help us develop a better sense of some of the challenges and barriers students with disabilities face every day.  It is NOT intended to portray the actual experience of individuals who are differently-abled!  For the purposes of developing a keener eye for unnecessary barriers, please assume one of the following challenges for one hour (wheelchair, taped fingers, blurred glasses, cotton in ears, splinted leg).  Using the checklist below, start at the bus stop and then move around campus, assessing the accessibility of services, buildings, ramps, elevators, stairs, and sidewalks.  Be sure to attempt the following:

· Move from floor to floor in the Library, the CRC, and the CAB

· Determine if the computer lab and the activities at the CRC are accessible to you

· Check the visibility of signs on and around campus

· Use the elevator and, if possible, the stairs

· Use the restroom facilities, including the toilet

· Try to purchase food in the Deli

· Make a purchase in the Bookstore

· Go to the parking areas and back

· Use the computers in the Library

· Visit Academic Advising

· Travel around the new seminar building, including using the elevators

QUESTION
YES
NO
COMMENTS

Transportation
Is the college accessible by                                                  public  transportation?




Parking
Does the campus  have accessible  handicap parking spaces?





If yes, are they at least 8’ wide and have 5’ aisles next to them?




Emergency Phones
Are the emergency phones on campus labeled with Braille?  Are they accessible to people in wheelchairs?




Emergency Evacuation
Are emergency evacuation routes clearly marked for people with visual and/or auditory differences?




Sidewalks and walkways
Do the walkways/sidewalks have stable and firm surfaces?                                                         


Describe where 


Are there unobstructed curb ramps leading to                                                             the sidewalks (walkways)? 





If the accessible  route is different from the                                                              primary  route to and through buildings,  are there signs with the wheelchair symbol to show the route?                                         





Are the walkways/sidewalks  level and free of steps?

                                                        If no, are the ramps at least 36"wide?

                                                              Do ramps, have gentle slopes                                                               (1" rise to 12" length)?




Doors/Entrances
Is the door at least 32" wide? (wide enough for a wheelchair?)

                                                                


Specify buildings


Can the hardware be operated with one hand (lever, push plate, etc.), w/ a minimum of

twisting or grasping?                                                                

                                                                





Are the handles low enough to reach?                                                             (Maximum 48" high)




Floors
Are the floors hard and not slippery?


Where?


Is there a floor mat to dry feet and crutch tips to prevent slipping?





When you enter buildings, are the mats level or might they trip a person or slow down a wheelchair?




Elevators
Are the elevators large enough for a wheelchair?


Which building(s)?


Are the controls within reach?  (max. 48”)?





Do the controls  have Braille?





Does an audible signal ring at each level?  Is there a visual signal at each level?




Rooms
Is there enough clearance around tables and bookstore shelves for a wheelchair to move?


Which buildings?


Can a wheelchair pull under the edge of a table or computer station?




Restrooms
Are the toilet stalls wide enough that a wheelchair can enter and close the door behind?  Is there enough  interior space to turn around?





Can a wheelchair   roll under the sink edge?





Are handles on doors and sinks easily turned for people with muscular  weaknesses?





Are the soap and paper towel  dispensers  reachable from a wheelchair?





Could a person with muscle weakness or rigidity easily use the dispensers?





Are feminine hygiene dispensers accessible and labeled with Braille?




Telephone
Is there a TTY unit  available  for students who are deaf?




Fire Alarm
Are there flashing fire alarm signals in the building (where)?




Bookstore
How accessible are  shelves, services?




CRC
Evaluate the ease  of using the dressing rooms, the pool, the exercise  rooms, etc.




