Chapter Three

Multiple Choice

1.  The pioneer who coined the term “specific earning disabilities” was

a. Maria Montessori

b. Lloyd Dunn

c. Burton Blatt

d. Samuel Kirk

2. Specific Learning Disabilities have been recognized since

a. 1997

b. 1963

c. 1975

d. 1990

3. Which of the following students would be identified as having a specific learning disability according to IDEA's regulations:

a. Debbie, a shy sixth grader, has difficulty reading words like 'house' and 'bird'. Her parents have tried many tutors and report she doesn't retain what she learns. She says she hates school and homework.

b. Stephen, a fourth grader, has always had difficulty with word problems. When reading the problem, he has trouble identifying which information is relevant. Stephen is on free lunch. Many times, this is the only time he eats during the day.

c. Robert loves animals. He can talk for hours about the latest National Geographic documentary. When his seventh grade teacher asked him to write an essay about his favorite reptile, he was only able to put down a few illegible words. When he was six, the optometrist discovered a defect in the curvature of the cornea.

d. Ana never talks in class. She seems unable to answer the teacher's questions and has difficulty expressing herself clearly. She arrived from Ecuador three months ago.

4.  A problem with using the aptitude-discrepancy criterion for identifying learning disabilities is

a. It seems to identify more minorities for special education

b. Parents and teachers usually have to wait until children have struggled with learning for several years before the discrepancy constitutes a “severe discrepancy”

c. It limits students from making substantial gains in school

d. It only is manifested in one academic area

5. Terry is always raising his hand in class. He usually know the answers and enjoys discussing history with his eighth grade teacher. He is unable, however, to write his ideas and points of view on paper and often does not complete his homework. His handwriting is illegible and even Terry has difficulty understanding what he's written. Which term best describes Terry's condition?

a. dysgraphia

b. dyscalculia

c. dyslexia

d. dysoralia

6. The most frequent characteristic of students with learning disabilities is

a. spelling difficulties

b. math difficulties

c. reading difficulties

d. hyperactivity

7. Phonemic awareness is

a. the ability to blend, segment and manipulate speech sounds

b. the relationship between letter and sound

c. severe difficulty in learning to read

d. rapid naming of vowels

8. What was the percentage of school age children identified as having a specific learning disability in 2000?

a. 26%

b. 20%

c. 5%

d. 11%

9.  The percentage of students with learning disabilities continues to increase because

a. We have an increased poverty level in our nation

b. Computer technology has limited students’ handwriting skills

c. There is an increased need for literacy at work and daily life

d. Girls are demonstrating more disruptive behavior

10.  Which of the following is one of the most important predictors as to whether or not a student will be identified as learning disabled?

a. being born of parents whose income falls below the poverty level

b. not having a core and extended family

c. having a cultural disadvantage

d. referral from the classroom teacher

11.  Matthew, an 11th grade teacher, always begins each unit by presenting a framework for learning. A framework for learning

a. activates the students' background knowledge

b. makes the learning visible

c. is an example of instructional conversation

d. should be presented orally

12. Following is a brief interaction between Ray and his teacher. Which strategy is Ray's teacher using?

T: Read the first sentence

Ray: The boy cut off the branches from a beautiful Oak tree.

T: Which word in the sentence is the verb?

Ray: cut

T: What question did you ask yourself to figure out which word was the verb?

Ray: What did the boy do?

a. modeling

b. drill and practice

c. instructional conversation

d. advanced organizer

13.  Alex, a ninth grade teacher, starts a lesson on Native Americans by showing a documentary. He then passes around beads, bracelets, pottery, and tools once used by Native Americans. After a discussion of what they have seen and touched, Alex provides the students with a written outline with important dates and facts. To end the unit, there will be a lesson on how to make pottery

following the techniques used by Native Americans. Which of the following best describes the strategy Alex is using to teach the lesson?

a. modeling different processes

b. using several memory strategies to assist students with the retention of information

c. presenting information in multiple ways to deal with students’ learning styles

d. using self-regulation and self-monitoring activities

14. Research has indicated that students with learning disabilities are less effective at employing memory strategies. Therefore, it is not only important to teach students memory strategies, but also

a. how to ask questions

b. how to go back to the text and reread the information

c. to take clear and concise notes

d. to cue students to use the memory strategies they have learned

15.  Denise uses a graph to record the progress she makes in her rate of reading. Which strategy is Denise using?

a. modeling processes

b. self-monitoring

c. memory strategies

d. framework for learning

16.  During his World History class, Kevin makes sure his students use visual imagery to see information in ‘their mind's eye,’ and helps them categorize information to make it easier to learn. What type of strategies are his students using?

a. self-regulation

b. rehearsal

c. memory

d. adjusting work load

17.  Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder has two distinct factors:

a. aggressive behavior and lower cognitive ability

b. inattention and impulsivity

c. extremely high cognitive ability and laziness

d. Excessive stress and poor diet

18.  Which is NOT a characteristic of ADHD?

a. inconsistent interruptions and laziness

b. fidgeting or squirming constantly

c. continually talking too much

d. having consistent difficulty playing quietly

19.  Molly has been diagnosed as having ADHD. She is often forgetful and easily distracted. Her teachers refer to her as a daydreamer. She often stares out the window and claims she’s writing plays or poems in her mind. Molly’s characteristics of ADHD can be characterized as

a. Social Impairment

b. Predominantly Inattentive

c. Adverse Creativity

d. Occupational Impairment

20.  Precursors to ADHD have been identified as early as

a. preschool

b. toddler years

c. infancy

d. kindergarten

21. It is difficult to keep track of the number of students with ADHD because there is no separate category for this disability under the special education classification. Which disability are students with ADHD often classified under?

a. serious emotional disturbance

b. specific learning disability

c. other health impairment

d. conduct disorder

22.  Initial identification of ADHD usually is conducted by

a. a classroom teacher

b. an educational diagnostician

c. a pediatrician

d. a multi-disciplinary team

23.  At a recent workshop, Isabel learned that providing optimal stimulation for her students with ADHD can facilitate their learning. Which of the following is an example of what Isabel can do to provide optimal stimulation?

a. divide assignments into smaller steps

b. play classical music while students are completing an arithmetic worksheet

c. provide enough practice in class and then omit homework

d. have students work in small groups

24.  The number of students identified with learning disabilities has increased substantially during the last two decades. Why does the percentage of students with learning disabilities continue to increase?

a. More effective assessment tools have been developed

b. Learning disabilities are viewed as one of the disabilities that are more socially accepted and have less negative connotations

c. With more research in the field, school psychologists have a better understanding of the disability and are identifying students who previously would have been overlooked

d. The learning disabilities category has become a dumping ground

25.  Which of the following students is most likely to have ADHD?

a. Jimmy is 16 years old. He has always been a good student with above average grades. Lately he doesn't seem to be able to pay attention to lectures, complete long assignments, and is easily distracted.

b. Since the age of three, Carlos fidgets and squirms, has difficulty waiting for his turn and often cries if he doesn't get what he wants right away.

c. Cheryl is a fourth grader who loves music, PE, and science. She enjoys these classes and usually earns an 'A' in them. When it comes to the rest of the school day, Cheryl has difficulty waiting for her turn, she blurts out answers, and interrupts others.

d. Right after his grandfather's death, Patrick had difficulty following rules, could not remain seated during class, and was talking incessantly.

26.  What percentages of children with ADD respond favorably to medication?

a. 70 - 80%

b. There is no conclusive research about whether or not children with ADD respond favorably to medication

c. 5-10 %

d. 50%

Essay/Case-Based Applications

27.  Summarize the history of the term "learning disabilities," and explain why it has been referred to as the "invisible disability." What are the definition and the operational guidelines for specific learning disabilities and who determines if a child has specific learning disabilities?

28.  Explain the terms dyslexia, dysgraphia, and dyscalculia. Give an example of the classroom implications resulting from these disabilities and two classroom modifications you might use for each type of learning disability.

29.  The authors discuss the life-long outcomes for students with learning disabilities. What are the social and educational factors that predict success for students with learning disabilities? As a classroom teacher, what can you do now to assist students in leading successful lives as adults?

30.  Several general strategies found to be effective when teaching students with learning disabilities were presented in this chapter. Choose five, describe each, and give specific examples of how they might be used in the classroom.

31.  Define attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and list three classroom implications for each of the two distinct factors included in DSM-IV.

32.  What are the characteristics of students with ADHD? Describe two of the early indicators of ADHD. Describe four developmental features that distinguish ADHD from mild attention or hyperactive problems.

33.  What can classroom teachers do to successfully teach students who have ADHD? Describe three teacher characteristics that assist teachers in working successfully with students who have ADHD.

34.  List and briefly describe four of the instructional interventions suggested by the authors when planning for students who have ADHD.

35.  Mike, a student with ADHD, is not doing his homework. His mother calls and tells you she's at a loss for what to do. Describe two modifications you would make to assist Mike with his homework.

36.  Discuss the steps that parents follow when they suspect their child may have ADHD. Who is responsible for making the diagnosis? What factors must be considered before a diagnosis is given?

Answers

1. A                        14.  D
2. B                        15.  B
3. A                        16.  C
4. B                        17.  B
5. A                        18.  A
6. C                        19.  B
7. A                        20.  C
8. C                        21.  C
9. C                        22.  C
10. D                        23.  B
11. A                        24.  B
12. C                        25.  B
13. C                        26.  A
27. Answer: Essays should include a brief summary of how the term was adopted, who suggested it, in what year, a definition, and three operational guidelines. Also, the multidisciplinary team must be identified as responsible for determining whether a student has a learning disability.

28. Answer: Definitions of the three terms should be given and possible classroom implications and modifications provided (e.g., a student with dyscalculia may have difficulty lining up numbers when adding and subtracting. Possible modifications: providing graph paper and/or calculator).

29. Answer: Students should list some of the factors discussed in the chapter and possible activities or strategies (e.g., goal setting, study skills, self-monitoring) which may help students when they become adults.

30. Answer: Responses should include a description of the strategy and a classroom application.

31. Answer: Students should explain that students who display either inattention or hyperactive-impulsive characteristics, as well as students who display both can be identified as ADHD. In addition, students should list three classroom implications for both inattention and hyperactivity-impulsivity (e.g., failure to

provide close attention to details and careless mistakes).

32. Answer: The response should include characteristics of students with ADHD, some early indicators, and at least four ways in which ADHD may be distinguished from mild attention or hyperactive problems.

33. Answer: In addition to listing the teacher characteristics identified by Lerner, the responses should include examples of possible classroom applications.

34. Answer: Responses may include any four of the interventions suggested in the chapter.

35. Answer: The response should include two of the three homework modifications for students described in the chapter.

36. Answer: Responses should indicate that a medical evaluation must be conducted by a pediatrician, psychologist or psychiatrist. Parent and teacher input are also essential factors that are considered before making a diagnosis.

