Title: Storytelling and Lushootseed culture, with Vi Hilbert 

Lesson by Kari Bailey 

Objective: Given an experience listening to Lushootseed story by storyteller Vi Hilbert and follow up discussion, students will examine the importance of stories to maintaining cultural traditions in general, and specifically for the Lushootseed people. 

Student Objective: I will learn about how storytelling helps to preserve the culture of the Lushootseed people. 

EALR/GLE:

  Grade Level:   Grade: 4     EALR:   2. The student understands the meaning of what is read.     Component:   2.4. Think critically and analyze author’s use of language, style, purpose, and perspective in literary and informational text. 

GL: Analyze the author’s purpose for and style of writing in both informational/expository text and literary/narrative text. 

Resources cited: 

Hilbert, Vi. (1992). The Coyote and the Rock and other Lushootseed Stories (The Parabola Storytime Series). Harper Audio Childrens. 

available from Timberland Library and The Evergreen State College library 

Recommended as follow up lesson or for additional information to share with students: 

Interview with Vi Hilbert

http://www.turtleislandstorytellers.net/tis_washington/transcript01_vi_hilbert.htm
The weblink also has an audio clip of this interview, so students can read along while listening to Vi speak her words. 

For additional information see

Turtle Island Storytellers: http://www.turtleislandstorytellers.net/index.html  with information about many Washington Native storytellers.

Wisdom of the Elders: http://www.wisdomoftheelders.org/nisa.html This website has Oregon-based curriculum, link to Wisdom of the Elders, a Native American public radio show, links to audio and transcripts of tribal history for many Native People. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Read objective

(note “culture” - we have been learning about “culture” and the culture of the Lushootseed people – reference culture word web if beginning or other artifact in room if mid-sequence) 

Guided visualization 

What are ancestors? (“great great great great grandmothers, people who lived long ago”)

A guided visualization... you will have to think about what you know about history and the countries and cultures that your grandparents came from. 

Think to your ancestors? What were they like? Imagine in your mind what it was like to be ancestor. They didn't have the things we have – what was surrounding them? What kind of homes did they have? What kind of work might they have done? 

Discuss “Storytelling”

 Importance of – what stories you know/tell from your culture (common, in books, ones most people from your culture know) 

You may have imagined your ancestors without cars and shopping malls, but also they probably did not have books; it is only now that many people in the world read print stories. (What do we know about print/writing that makes that so? – invention of paper, press, early writing on clay tablets – Mesopotamia or bones – China) 

Your ancestors also did not have tv, videogames, etc. so stories could not only pass down wisdom and culture from one generation to the next, but could entertain. Imagine instead of sitting on sofa playing a  videogame, sitting around a fire listening to a story passed down through each generation from an elder to a young storyteller. 

Instead of writing things down on pages or in books, many cultures including Native Americans would use storytelling to maintain their traditions. Storytellers are special people who keep their people's history and stories in their minds, remembering many, many stories, and they use their voice to share it with their people. Today we will hear from a storyteller of the Puget Salish people, Vi Hilbert from the upper Scagit tribe (map). Her voice has been recorded to save and share the stories of her people. 

Puget Salish/ Lushootseed culture – We have been learning about the Puget Sound Salish people and their language and culture. (possible to recall what students have learned or experienced prior, relate to particular selection. 

(If using a bilingual selection) In this story/or the brief part before, you will get to hear the Lushootseed language.

Reminder: 

What can you do to help understand and pay attention when you listen? 

Enjoy Story: Listen 

Discuss: 

Share reactions to the story, (if bilingual selection to the language itself and to hearing a story told in two languages at once) 

How is storytelling different from writing a story? How is listening different from reading? 

How would elders and storytellers be important? 

How does/would it feel to know the ways of your ancestors, by hearing from elder the stories passed down? 

How did you listen well? What did Vi do to help her listeners understand and keep their attention (how does she use her voice when telling story, what kinds of language does she use)?

For written reflection: 

(for pre-assess part two, note we will be sharing our answers tomorrow) 

1. What do you already know about Native American culture that helps you to understand why the stories and storytellers are especially important for Native people? 

2. What is one thing that Vi did as a storyteller to help the listener pay attention to/understand the story? 

2. What did you do help yourself understand as you were listening to the story? 

PISL: Note to metacognitive: reminders of how to pay attention when listening (visualize, or other comprehension monitoring), follow up asking students to attend to their listening process, strategy. Also possible in written reflection. 

