Title:  Curating a Regional Art Show

Grade: 5

Learning goal:  EALR 4 History:  The student understands and applies knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major ideas, individuals, and themes in local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and world history in order to evaluate how history shapes the present and future.

4.1 Understands historical chronology

Learning Objective:  Given an analyzing of regional Native artwork by reading and writing about the culture and artist and through a preparation of a mock art show SWBAT identify the history surrounding a piece of art.

Materials:

Art vocabulary

Articles on tribes

Photocopies of artworks

Procedures:   






60 minutes

Phase 1:  Introduction





20 minutes

What is the function of art?  (discuss craft, utility, cultural understanding, meaning of place, beauty etc.) Are there artisits in your family?  Who becomes an artist?

If you were looking at a piece of art, what non-judging words would you use to describe it (take answers, write on document camera-such answers as colorful, smooth, rough etc.)  Ok, let’s keep thinking about these things in our activity today. 

Pretend you are an art curator (discussed this in the past) and you are putting on an exhibit at your school of art from your region.  The art is temporarily on loan to you and tells a history, either of the distant or near past.  You want to provie your audience with information about the style of the art and the culture it comes from.  Work with your co-curators to describe the art works selected using art vocabulary as well as the history of the tribe the artists come from.  Write a small paragraph for each piece of art in preparation.

You are also to highlight the region of the Northwest the Artist and art are from.

You will also be given a list of art vocabulary which may help you in describing the art work.  Let’s look at that (pass it out).  So some of these may apply and some of them may not.  Use this list as well as the class generated list to describe the artwork you have been given.

Phase 2:  Group work





20 minutes

Divide class into groups of three.  Each group is given a different piece of art and description of the tribe the artwork comes from.  Each group should have a recorder, a time manager and a facilitator.

Phase 3:  Share Out





10 minutes

Groups will get together with other groups who had a different artist and share work.

Questions for discussion:

What are some of the stylistic differences between different artworks and tribes?

Why did you chose to emphasize this part of the history as you did?

Sources: 

Image of Basket

http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/collections/ethnology
Information on Mary Kiona:

Lewis County Historical museum

http://208.106.253.36/Exhibits/MaryKionaBaskets/tabid/77/Default.aspx
Cowlitz

http://www.cwis.org/cowlitz.html
George Story

http://georgestorry.com/artist.htm
Haida

http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/canada/haidaindianhist.htm
Art Vocabulary:

color what the eye sees when a wavelength of light is reflected from a surface

line mark made with a tool across a surface

shape a 2-dimensional enclosed space

space the illusion that a flat piece of art has three dimensions, or depth

texture the characteristic of the surface of a work of art resulting from the way in which the artist uses their materials 

value lightness or darkness of an area of color or tone

composition the organization of art elements into a unified whole

PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATION:

balance equalization of elements in a work of art

emphasis use of contrasts (color, size, shapes) to place greater attention on specific parts of a work of art

pattern repeating sequence of lines, shapes or colors

rhythm movement in art created through repetition of elements

unity wholeness, all elements belonging together in a work of art

variety diverse elements used together to create visual interest in a work of art

atmospheric perspective the illusion of distance created through reducing detail and muting colors as objects or figures recede in space

horizon where earth and sky meet

landscape art representing a place in the natural environment 

perspective the illusion of distance created in a 2-dimensional work of art through reducing the size of objects, figures, or environmental features

scale the relative size of objects, figures or features of the environment

Source:

http://stories.washingtonhistory.org/treatytrail/teaching/cause-effect.htm

