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Lesson Plan Title: How food equates to Sovereignty. 
Key Concept(s) in this lesson:  Students begin to understand how the Nisqually Indians self sustaining food supply provided independence and sovereignty. 

Grade Level: 7th  
Section 1: WHAT YOU WANT STUDENTS TO KNOW, BE ABLE TO DO, OR FEEL/UNDERSTAND
Standards addressed (EALRs, GLEs) 
Social Studies EALR 4 History

4.3.2 Understands that there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of historical events, analyzes multiple causal factors that shape major events in Washington State or world history.
Lesson Goals: Given an overview of cause and effect, an analytical read aloud on an article explaining Nisqually People’s self reliant way of life as well as Article 3 of the Medicine Creek Treaty, followed by a discussion, students will be able to articulate through visual or written means how the Medicine Creek Treaty diminished the natural resources of the Nisqually Indians and thus removed their sovereignty.

Primary Learning Targets (Circle Appropriate Targets)  (Be sure learning activities are congruent with targets chosen.) (a) Knowledge     (b) Reasoning Proficiency       (c) Performance Skill   (d) Create a Product          (e) Dispositions
Section 2: HOW WILL YOU KNOW THAT THE LEARNING TARGETS WERE MET?
Preassessments: Discussion as a result of the visual organizer
Formative Assessments: Students create a visual or written representation of their understanding of how the diminished land equated to fewer natural resources and thus to reduced sovereignty and independence because the Nisqually people were then forced to rely on outside sources of support in order to survive.      

Summative Assessment: No summative for this lesson
Section 3: HOW WILL YOU HELP YOUR STUDENTS MEET THE LEARNING TARGETS?

Scripted guiding questions that you will ask your students. 

What is cause and effect?

What is sovereignty?

Where was the Nisqually Indians’ land? 

How did natural resources and land roaming practices provide sovereignty?

What resources gave the Nisqually people independence?

How were the Nisqually people independent?

How did the Nisqually tribe view the land in comparison to the white colonists?

What happened to the Nisqually people’s food supply as a result of the Medicine Creek Treaty and how did this impact their way of life?

Room Arrangement: Double horseshoe with 26 desks. 

Materials Needed: 26 copies of “Medicine Creek Treaty”, 26 copies of “Before the White Man Came”, one cause and effect visual organizer, example of student map, 26 question worksheets, extra paper for drawing, pens, pencils, crayons for drawing and writing.

Accommodations For Special Needs: (e. g. ELL, 504, ADA)

ADHD: An agenda of the lesson as well as a copy of the cause and effect visual organizer that is reviewed with the teacher beforehand. Self-monitoring check list on student’s desk. Freedom of movement when needed. Chimes to indicate transitions. Color coded copies of the articles. Vaughn pages 81-87.

Aspergers: Self-monitoring check list. Hand signal to indicate when he/she wanted to contribute to the discussion. Emotion chart to help verbalize feelings in order to share ideas in the discussion. Vaughn pages 145 and 147
Dyslexia: Verbal explanation of the cause and effect visual organizer. Both articles read aloud and discussed as part of the lesson. Guided questions read aloud and pictures of main ideas discussed in the article, such as: oysters, cammus bulbs, salmon, etc. Vaughn pages 69-75

Differentiation: Guided questions: students answer all of them or at least half. Students create a drawing to answer the questions with explanation of what their drawing represents. Visual organizer created to answer guided questions (Visual/Spatial Intelligence). Work in pairs to answer questions (Interpersonal Intelligence), each student turns in individual work with individual answers.

Small group discussion then whole group discussion. Students could create a questionnaire for Nisqually Indians that asked five questions related to how the “Medicine Creek Treaty” affected their sovereignty or students could create a series of interview questions that they could ask their classmates as a way of role-playing their experience. The goal would be that the teacher would be able to connect with a Nisqually tribal member that would be willing to come to the classroom for an interview and class discussion (Interpersonal Intelligence and Verbal/Linguistic Intelligence). Maps could be reused from the previous mapping lesson and students could write where specific food resources were found on the maps (Spatial Intelligence). Students could calculate the loss of land mass and therefore be able to calculate an estimate of the loss of natural resources for the Nisqually tribe. (Tomlinson pages 70-71).

Evidence/Task for Positive Impact on Student Learning:

Have a discussion about the changes in land and food supply as a result of the treaty and how this affected the Nisqually people’s sovereignty. 

Written evidence from guiding questions.

Procedures:

1. Present visual organizer to class and explain the topic, cause and effect of the changes in sovereignty as a result of the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854.

2. Take questions, concerns and comments with a brief discussion if need be.

3. Reintroduce the concept of sovereignty from the previous day’s lesson.

4. Prep students for the article that will be read and discussed.  Drawing attention to new vocabulary such as camas bulbs, fish weirs and pemmican.

5. Read the article as a class, either students can read or teacher will read aloud.  Give students instructions to underline words and sentences that explicitly show how the Nisqually people were self sustaining and completely independent as a nation.  Ask students to ask themselves how this lifestyle that they are about to read about caused complete independence and sovereignty.   

6. Have a discussion about what was read addressing any questions or concerns. Draw students’ awareness to the level of independence and cooperation the Nisqually people had as a result of their relationship with the land and why this relationship was established.  The article does not address the Native perspective of treating the land as a living, breathing entity.  Thus the teacher must provide information regarding the holistic perspective of the Indians towards their land and their resources.

“OLYMPIA (September 29, 2006) ― There is a traditional Indian belief that we do not actually own the land. We are part of it, and it is part of us. We are all temporary tenants and we’re responsible for its care.

It’s a concept that is as valid today as it has ever been. If people can begin to understand their connection to the earth, they will treat it with much greater sensitivity than they have over the past century.” Billy Frank Jr.  http://www.nwifc.org/2006/09/being-frank-a-traditional-belief/

7. Then turn students’ attention towards the Medicine Creek Treaty Articles 3.  Remind students about the maps that they created showing the original land use of the Nisqually people compared to what was allowed as a result of the Medicine Creek Treaty.  Show a visual example of one of the maps.  Read Article 3 of the treaty.  

8. Have a discussion about the changes in land and food supply as a result of the treaty and how this affected the Nisqually people’s sovereignty. 

9. Students create a visual or written representation of their understanding of how the diminished land equated to fewer natural resources and thus to reduced sovereignty and independence because the Nisqually people were then forced to rely on outside sources of support in order to survive.      
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Directions: Write down answers to at least four of these questions or draw pictures that represent your answer. Challenge yourself to elaborate on your answers and write in complete sentences. Write on the back of this paper or use extra paper as needed to complete your answers.

1. What is cause and effect?

2. What is sovereignty?

3. Where was the Nisqually Indians’ land? 

4. How did natural resources and land roaming practices provide sovereignty?

5. What resources gave the Nisqually people independence?

6. How were the Nisqually people independent?

7. How did the Nisqually tribe view the land in comparison to the white colonists?

8. What happened to the Nisqually people’s food supply as a result of the Medicine Creek Treaty and how did this impact their way of life?


