Dam Removal and Fishing Rights:

Investigating How the Removal of the Elwha River Dams Aligns with the Restoration of Treaty Rights 

Student Learning Objective:

Given a short reading and class discussion on the Elwha River dam removal project, SWBT apply their understanding of the Fish Wars in Washington State to analyze how The Point No Point Treaty between the Lower Elwha Klallam tribe and the U.S. government affected the decision to remove the Elwha and Glines Canyon Dams. 

GLEs: 

1.3.1 (Civics) Analyzes how international agreements have affected Washington State in the past or present. 

Prior Learning:

Students will have already seen the documentary film, 'As Long as the Rivers Run,' and have prior knowledge of the Fish Wars in Washington state that led to the historic Boldt Decision. 

	Materials
	Copying

	
	Reading Handouts

Exit Slip


	Time
	Lesson Sequence/Description

	3 minutes
	Review the film, as long as the rivers run.

· What were the Fish Wars? 

· What was the conflict? 

· How was it resolved by the Boldt decision?



	7 minutes
	Have students read the handout about plans for the removal of the  Elwha River Dams on the Olympic Peninsula.

	7 minutes
	Discuss the connection between the film and what students know about the Fish Wars to the dam removal project

· What rights guaranteed to the Lower Elwha Klallam people by the Point No Point Treaty were violated when the dams on the Elwha River were constructed? 

· How does the removal of the dams on restore some of these rights? 

· Is this a complete restoration? Why or why not? 

· What else that could be done to continue the process of restoring rights guaranteed in the Point No Point Treaty to the Lower Elwha and other Klallam tribes? 

	3 minutes 
	Students Complete Exit Slip: 

How did The Point No Point Treaty between the Lower Elwha Klallam tribe and the U.S. government affect the decision to remove the Elwha and Glines Canyon Dams. What right is this dam removal attempting to restore? 




Formative Assessment:

Exit Slip

Name________________________

Exit Slip: 

How did provisions in the Point No Point Treaty between the Lower Elwha Klallam tribe and the U.S. government affect the decision to remove the Elwha and Glines Canyon Dams?

Name________________________

Exit Slip: 

How did provisions in the Point No Point Treaty between the Lower Elwha Klallam tribe and the U.S. government affect the decision to remove the Elwha and Glines Canyon Dams?
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LIFE EXPECTANCY: 50 years.

AGE: 93 years.

Crumbling and near-obsolete, the Elwha Dam on Washington's Olympic Peninsula will soon be dismantled in order to restore salmon runs.

Removing the Elwha River Dams as an Act of Treaty Right Restoration

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe is one of three tribes that comprise the Klallam people today. The Klallam people and their ancestors have lived and fished along what is now known as the Strait of Juan de Fuca since time immemorial. The Klallam people gave their broad land claims to the government in the 1855 Treaty of Point No Point in exchange for certain promises, including the right to keep fishing in their traditional territory. Over the next century, those rights were severely eroded. The following timeline is a very abridged version of the history of dam construction and removal. It shows key dates in the history of the creation and erosion of fishing rights for the Klallam people, including the construction of two major dams on the Elwah River. More recently, it shows key pieces of legislation and legal action that have led to the decision to remove the dams on the Elwha River. As you read through the timeline, consider the following questions that will be used for our discussion: 

*What rights guaranteed to the Lower Elwha Klallam people by the Point No Point Treaty were violated when the dams on the Elwha River were constructed? 

*How does the removal of the dams restore or partially restore some of these rights? 

*Is it possible to restore all the rights violated when the dams were constructed? Why or why not?  

*What else that could be done to continue the process of restoring rights guaranteed in the Point No Point Treaty to the Lower Elwha and other Klallam tribes? 

Chronology of the Elwha River Dams

1855 - Point No Point Treaty signed on January 25th by Governor Isaac Stevens and  representatives of the S’Klallam, Skokomish, and Chemakum Tribes

1910 - Construction begins on the Elwha Dam
1912 - Elwha Dam foundation blows out, causing unexpected flooding. There is property damage but no loss of life. The Klallam's receive no warning about the coming floods, though evidence suggests that non-Indian families in the valley were warned. No compensation is paid for property damages. 

1914 - Construction of Elwha Dam completed. Filling the reservoir behind the Elwha Dam (and later the Glines Canyon Dam) floods the sacred spiritual grounds of the Lower Elwha Klallam tribe. 

1916 - The State of Washington ruled that off-reservation fishing was subject to state control. After this ruling the Indians were arrested for fishing

1925 - Construction begins on the Glines Canyon Dam

1937 - A reservation for the Elwha Klallam Tribe is established with 372 acres at the mouth of the Elwha River

1968 - The Elwha Klallam Tribe becomes a Federally Recognized Tribe

1972 - The Elwha Klallam Tribe participated with other Wachington State tribes in a lawsuit filed against the State of Washington, U.S. v. Washington, to regain their fishing rights

1974 - Boldt decision in U.S. v. Washington upholds tribal fishing rights 

1979 - The Boldt Decision was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court

1986 -  The Elwha Tribe files a motion before The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) asking for an interim fish restoration plan and an order providing for phaseout and removal of the two dams.  

February 1991- FERC releases Draft Environmental Impact Statement concluding that (1) dam removal is feasible and (2) only dam removal will result in the full restoration of the Elwha River ecosystem and anadromous fish

October 24, 1992 -President Bush signs the Elwha River Ecosystem and Fisheries Restoration Act 

1996 – Records of decision made in favor of dam removal and selecting the preferred method of dam removal on the Elwha River

2000 - Federal government acquires Elwha River dams.

2007 – Dam removal (originally scheduled to begin in 2008) is postponed to 2012.

*Information for this handout was compiled from the following websites*

http://www.elwhainfo.org/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003678478_elwha24m.html
http://www.pbs.org/americanfieldguide/teachers/salmon/salmon.pdf
