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Researching and writing outside of one’s own culture presents specific challenges and rewards, and calls for specific skills. In this course, we will examine the theory and practice of travel writing. We will also examine critiques of contemporary travel writing as an expression and tool of empire.
The main work of the quarter will be a student-researched and written travel article on theme/location of choice. A written proposal of the writing project must be approved by faculty prior to September 21. A mandatory meeting with faculty at 3 p.m. Wed., Sept. 19 in Seminar II B 2107 is also required in order to continue in the course. 
During fall quarter, the class will only meet physically twice: Tuesday week one from 6-10 p.m. and Tuesday evaluation week from 4-7 p.m.  The evaluation week meeting is for student final presentations and is in lieu of final conferences. Attendance is required at both class meetings. The class will “meet” online weeks 2 through10 for seminars and peer editing in which faculty will also participate. Students are encouraged to meet physically once every week or two for student-facilitated writing critiques. The expectation is that students will produce a final project of publishable quality and pursue publication of their writing project. 

Enrollment for four credits is for students traveling fall quarter, either through an independent learning contract or as part of an academic program.  

Enrollment for eight or 12 credits is for students who have had or will have a significant travel experience and want to do structured writing about that experience.

Required Texts for 4, 8 and 12 credit students

· Tourists With Typewriters: Critical Reflections on Contemporary Travel Writing by Patrick Holland and Graham Huggan

· Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing by Don George

· Student choice book of travel writing (many good travel anthologies out there. Faculty favorites include John McPhee, Pico Iyer and Susan Orleans, for starters). 

Assignments

Because this is an online class, students will need 1) regular Internet access 2) a current Evergreen library account and 3) be self-motivators who organized and meet deadlines (as well as be creative in your writing). 

All papers are to be posted by Tuesday of each week. All responses to posting must be made by Thursday of each week, unless otherwise designated. No late papers will be accepted unless pre-arranged with faculty. Instructions for assignments will be in the “Handouts” file on the course Web site, www2.evergreen.edu/potw. Faculty will provide written feedback on major assignments. 

Assignments:

· Proposal of final writing project, 200-300 words. Must be e-mailed to Char for approval by Friday, Sept. 21
· Travel writing critique, 400-500 words
· 600-word response paper on Tourists with Typewriters 
· Response papers to Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing (choose four chapters most relevant to your needs and interests. Write a 300-word response paper on each chapter discussing points relevant to your own writing project)

· One 100-200 word response to one classmate’s posting for each assignment unless otherwise noted (please select a different classmate for each assignment).
· First draft, peer edit and final draft of an independent writing project. Length will vary depending on number of credits enrolled for:

4 credits: 1,500 to 1,700  words (about five double-spaced, typed pages)

8 credits:  3,000 to 3,200 words (about 10 double-spaced, typed pages)

12 credits: 4,500 to 4,700 words (about 12 double-spaced, typed pages)

To receive full credit, final writing projects need to include your proposal, an annotated bibliography, first draft, final draft and peer edit. 

Syllbus for 4-credit students:  

Week I (due Sept. 27) Final draft of your proposal 
Due: Sept. 29: Respond to classmate’s proposal with a suggestion or question
Week II (due Oct. 2): Critique, travel writing book of choice
Due Oct. 4: Response to classmate’s post
Week III: (due Oct. 9) Response paper #1, Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing and two responses to classmates’ postings; travel writing critique on book of your choice (400-500 words).

Due Oct. 11: Response to classmate’s posting. 

Week IV (due Oct. 16): Response paper #2, Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing.

Due Oct. 18: Response to classmate’s posting. 

Week V (due Oct. 23): Response paper #3, Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing.

Due Oct. 25: Response to classmate’s posting.
Week VI (due Oct. 30): Response paper, Tourists With Typewriters.

Due Nov. 1: Response to classmate’s posting.  

Week VII (due Nov. 6): Annotated bibliography of your final project (three sources minimum) These must include at least one book, one online academic journal article (you must have a current Evergreen library account for FREE access to journals and domestic and international newspapers through the Evergreen library catalog page. The site also has info on how to do an annotated bibliography.), and one government document (for quoting statistics relevant to your paper). If you don’t know how to do an annotated bibliography, see the “Resources” folder of the course Web site for an example, or ask a reference librarian for assistance. 

Read annotated bibliographies of two classmates. Find at least one source each used that might be useful to your work and comment.  

Week VIII (due Nov. 13): First draft, final writing project. Needs to incorporate relevant concepts, ideas or structures discussed in required readings and seminar papers.

Week of Nov. 20: Thanksgiving break – no class and nothing due. Yipee! 
Week IX (due Nov. 27): Peer edit two classmates’ first drafts (see Handouts folder for worksheet)

Week X: (due Dec. 4): Final draft, writing project. Rehearse reading 5-7-minute excerpt for final presentation (small group meetings or meeting as an entire class recommended).
Evaluation Week (Dec. 11, 4-7 p.m.): Formal readings of excerpts of student writing, group evaluation of online learning community experience, potluck. Self- and faculty evaluations due.

Syllbus for 8- and 12-credit students 

Week I (due Sept. 27) Final draft proposal of final writing project.
Due: Sept. 29: Response to classmate’s proposal with a suggestion or question
Week II (due Oct. 2): Critique, travel writing book of choice
Due Oct. 4: Response to classmate’s post
Week III (due Oct. 9): Response paper #1, Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing
Due Oct. 11: Respond to classmate’s post 

Week IV (due Oct. 16): Response paper #2, Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing
Due Oct. 18: Respond to classmate’s post
Week V (due Oct. 23): Response paper #3, Lonely Planet Guide to Travel Writing
Due Oct. 25: Respond to classmate’s post
Week VI (due Oct. 30): Response paper, Tourists With Typewriters
Due Nov. 1: Respond to classmate’s post
Week VII (due Nov. 6): Annotated bibliography of your final project (five sources minimum) Must include at least one book, one online academic journal article (you must have a current Evergreen library account for FREE access to journals and domestic and international newspapers through the Evergreen library catalog page. The site also has info on how to do an annotated bibliography.), one government document (for quoting statistics relevant to your paper) and one authoritative Web site. If you don’t know how to do an annotated bibliography, see the “Resources” folder of the course Web site for an example, or ask a reference librarian for assistance. 

Read annotated bibliographies of two classmates. Find at least one source each used that might be useful to your work and comment.  

Week VIII (due Nov. 13): First draft, independent writing project. Needs to include concepts, ideas or structures discussed in required readings.

Nov. 20: Thanksgiving break. No class and nothing due. Yipee!

Week IX (due Nov. 27): Peer edit of two classmates’ first drafts 

Week X: (due Dec. 4): Final draft, writing project. Rehearse formal reading of 5-minute excerpt for final presentation (physical meeting in small groups or entire class recommended). 

Evaluation Week (Dec. 11, 4-7 p.m.): Formal readings of student writing, group evaluation of online learning community experience, potluck. Self and faculty evaluations due.

