Playing with Shakespeare

Paper Assignment 3
Due Monday, June 2nd  (NO EXCEPTIONS)

5 pages, titled, proofread, polished draft

In this paper you are asked to reflect on what you have learned this quarter about understanding Shakespeare’s plays: his themes, his character relationships, his dramatic devices or strategies, and his rhetoric.  If you wish, you may include Heywood’s and Ford’s plays as well, either substantively or by way of contrast.
Start with Hamlet.  Choose a theme, a set of characters, a dramatic device or a rhetorical passage that has helped you gain some significant understanding of the play.  From this topic, work out a thesis statement that puts it into a more general context.  For example, you might choose “revenge” as your theme, then argue that revenge rarely gets the character(s) what they desire.  Or you may choose the dramatic device of disguise as your topic and then argue that Hamlet’s “antic disposition” is his way of exerting control, just like the Duke as Friar in Measure or Kate as feigning obedient wife in Taming. Then expand your thesis to help you analyze Hamlet and at least three of the plays we studied earlier in the quarter.

Here are some further examples of topics that you might consider – these are merely examples, and you are not limited to them:

themes: courtship, honor, the role (position) of women, love (or, if you prefer, lust)

character relationships: male friendship, male/female relationships, fathers and their children
dramatic devices or strategies: overhearing, asides

rhetorical devices: soliloquies, use of rhyme, the place of lowlife speaking

Your essay should have a strong thesis based on your reading of Hamlet, making very clear what your understanding of that thesis is.  For example, if you write about “mercy,” define what exactly you mean by that term.  Your support and analysis for this thesis should come from careful reading of specific passages of Hamlet and at least three other plays.  That is, whenever you mention an action or conversation as support, whether it be from Hamlet or another play, you should refer to specific lines and indicate the line numbers.

If you are uncertain about a specific theme, character or device you are thinking about, let us know and we will help you refine it.
