Seeds of Change: Food, Culture, Work

Poem Assignment

In Tuesday’s workshop, we did a few exercises to stimulate ideas for writing a poem; I will repeat them below.  Remember that part of poetry’s power is in its suggestiveness—it evokes rather than simply declaring—and that poets choose their words with the utmost care.  For this assignment, I’m giving you several options to get you started, but feel free to exercise your own creativity beyond these options if you prefer.  The key is for every word to count, whether you choose to write a short poem or a longer one.

Here are a few prompts:  

1. Haiku is a Japanese verse form used to express a single idea, image, or feeling—like a miniature snapshot.  Its three lines contain 17 syllables (5, 7, 5), no rhymes, and usually present tense verb forms.  For example: 

In the amber dusk,

Each island dreams its own night.

The sea swims with gold.

--James Kirkup, “Evening”

Think of a place you associate with your childhood and brainstorm phrases and qualities of that place. Now imagine a setting or snapshot that captures those qualities and attempt to communicate this in the haiku form. 

2. Pick one of the short poems on the sheet of six poems we analyzed in the workshop and follow the structure by parts of speech, subbing your own words (nouns where there are nouns, verbs for verbs, etc) and theme.

3. Take one line from one of the poems on the sheet and write a poem in response to it. Once you have crafted a first draft of the poem, go through and eliminate 1/3 of the words.  Leave only the essential elements there.

4. Think of an important theme or issue from this program’s work.  Now think of a person you have met that somehow connects with or embodies that theme.  Describe the qualities associated with the person; picture that person in an interaction with you or the environment (smells, sounds, etc).  Brainstorm similes (that person is like…): next, eliminate the directness of the comparison (first get rid of “like” or “as,” then consider eliminating all but the essential elements).  What kinds of words and rhythms might best convey the sounds you associate with this person?    Once you have crafted a first draft of the poem, go through and eliminate 1/3 of the words.  Leave only the essential elements there.

.

Your poem (remember: it may be any length, but your words should be extremely well-selected)  is due Monday Feb 18 (President’s Day holiday) to Alice by 3pm; you may email the poem to � HYPERLINK mailto:nelsona@evergreen.edu ��nelsona@evergreen.edu� or deliver to my office in Sem 2 E3112.











