Seeds of Change: Food, Culture, and Work

Winter 2008

Research Project Papers

As stated in the assignment for your project proposal, your research project is your opportunity to work on a topic of personal interest relating to the program themes.  Your project may focus on a crop case study along the lines we explored in the fall with apples, sugar cane and bananas, or it may be based on a question that has emerged out of any area of your program work. It should address agriculture, culture, and work, though some of these areas may be emphasized more than others.   You have gotten feedback from your faculty on the scale and content of your project, as reflected in the proposal, and you should have dug through several scholarly sources related to your topic by now (beginning of week 5).  This handout sets some parameters for the rest of the process leading to your final research paper.

What are the requirements for the final research paper?  

· Your final paper will be 8-10 pages in length (plus works cited page): as always, please use double space, 12 font, and staple. 

· Be selective and strategic about your use of quotes, including only those most important to your argument.  Remember that quotes don’t speak for themselves; you must make them speak to your argument.  To that end, use the following strategies for incorporating and analyzing quotations: (1) introduce the quotation; (2) offer the quotation itself; (3) after quotation, paraphrase the important ideas in your own words and analyze key words, symbols, and/or the logic of the quote’s argument; (4) state the significance of the point in terms of your own thesis/argument.

· You may use (but do not have to use) material from your scholarly articles essay in your final paper.

· Like much of your writing for this program, this is an argumentative, thesis-driven essay, so make sure you have an engaging introduction that sets up your clearly focused thesis.  Remember a thesis statement includes a topic + assertion + context within which you will prove that assertion.  Avoid general statements here: the more specific your thesis statement, the better. 

· The body should offer a well focused, in-depth argument illustrated and supported with evidence drawn from your sources.

· The conclusion should restate your argument and discuss its implications (why it matters).
· As always, use the MLA citation format and include a bibliography of works cited. If you have questions about citation, style, or grammar, consult the library web page “Citation and Style Guide” at http://www.evergreen.edu/library/catalog/librarycatalog.htm. Remember to note the name of the Evergreen library database where you found any scholarly articles you use.  For internet sources, be sure to include the complete URL in your citation.  
What sources should I use for this paper? Many of you have asked if there’s a specific number of books, scholarly articles, web sources, etc that are required for your research.  The short answer is “no.”  The longer answer is “we don’t require a certain number of sources, but we do require that your sources offer relevant scholarly content for addressing your topic.” While it’s clear that you can’t produce a scholarly essay relying solely on Wikipedia and Dogpile, it’s also clear that the type of relevant scholarly material will vary considerably according to your specific research question.  What this means, then, is that you have to bring a critical eye to bear on the sources you find, and assess whether they offer reputable scholarly content.  The OWL (Online Writing Lab) at Purdue University offers several useful tools for evaluating sources (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_evalsource.html) for their scholarly content; attached here is the OWL handout on evaluating internet sources as an example.  The research guides on reserve in the library for our program also offer useful strategies (see especially Wayne Booth, The Craft of Research).

To explore an example, is The New York Times a reputable scholarly source?  It depends!  Generally speaking, the Times offers excellent journalism based upon various kinds of information.  Many times an article cites scholars and their studies; in this case, you should seek out those studies as your scholarly source rather than relying on the second-hand journalistic source.  Sometimes, though, an article offers a piece of original investigative research (often these are several full pages long in the paper) and may be considered a scholarly source in its own right, as when a journalist interviews a number of people on their responses to Hurricane Katrina.  Sometimes a student’s topic may be about journalistic representations of a given topic; in that case, the student would be looking at lots of different journalistic sources as evidence for her paper.  So you can see that the context of the research helps guide the parameters for sources.  We are asking that you seek the most rigorous and current sources you can find for addressing your particular topic.

What’s the next step?  Over the next several weeks, you will be working on your paper in stages.  Monday of next week (week 6, Feb 11), you will need to bring 2-3 pages of your essay to workshop; these should include the provisional introduction, thesis and first piece of evidence for paper’s body (2-3 pages).  Your intro and thesis may evolve considerably by the time you finalize your paper.  But this assignment is useful for stimulating you to articulate, as specifically as you are able at this time, the direction you see the paper moving in (your argument) and for getting you started garnering relevant evidence for making your case. You should plan to see a writing tutor, in addition to getting peer feedback, before the revision of this piece is due (Thursday, Feb 14, 3pm: San Valentín LOVES research!).  After this, you will be moving in your own way toward a full draft of the whole per the schedule below.

Schedule

Week 6: Monday: Writing Workshop on research paper introduction with provisional thesis and 

first piece of evidence for paper’s body (2-3 pages).

Thursday: Provisional Intro/First Evidence due by 3pm.

Week 7: (note Monday is a holiday—take advantage of this time for your research).

See writing tutor this week for work on draft of research paper.

Week 8: Monday: Writing Workshop on 6-8-page draft of research paper; this version will go to 

seminar leader for comments by the end of the week.  See writing tutor before final draft 

is due.

Week 9: Thursday: Final 8-10-page Research Paper due by 3 pm.

Week 10: Oral Presentations of Research.

