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Winter 2008

Research Project Proposal

Your research project is your opportunity to work on a topic of personal interest relating to the program themes.  Your project may focus on a crop case study along the lines we explored in the fall with apples, sugar cane and bananas, or it may be based on a question that has emerged out of any area of your program work.  It should address agriculture, culture, and work, though some of these areas may be emphasized more than others.  

A research proposal is a description of a research project you intend to do.  It should be approximately 3 pages in length (typed, double-spaced).  It will state the question you want to explore and why it is important.  It will discuss the concepts you will use to analyze the issues raised by your question (your theoretical approach); what you will do to explore the question (your research methods); and it will present a preliminary outline of the major areas you think your final paper will need to cover in order to do the job.  It will end with a brief annotated bibliography of some of the relevant sources you have found that you plan to use on the project.

The goal of the research proposal is to show that (a) it is possible for you to do this piece of research, (b) that your theory and methods are relevant to your topic/question, and (c) that you can do the research in the time available to you (i.e., by week nine of the quarter).  Preparing the proposal thoughtfully will get you going on the work itself and is critical to the success of your project.  

Your proposal should have the following sections:

I. TOPIC: state the general topic your paper will explore.

II. QUESTION OR THESIS: state your central question or thesis as succinctly as you can.  Remember that the question sets the agenda for your entire project; it guides you into your subject, so the wording of the question should embrace the range of issues you want to explore. Obviously the question should be answerable in terms of available material (e.g., you can’t research the future).  Note that at this stage it isn’t necessary for you to have a thesis about your topic; a carefully worded question is often a more interesting and creative point of departure.  However, it would be good to try to make explicit here any preliminary hypotheses, assumptions, or guesses that may be hiding in the back of your mind.

III. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE QUESTION (the thematic and theoretical section): Why is your question important?  Try to suggest the ways your question relates to one or more of the program’s guiding questions, concepts, or themes (for example, you could discuss relevant intersections of food-culture-work, or themes like environmental contamination, food and energy, free trade, fair trade, immigration, race, gender, class, colonialism, neoliberalism, globalization, cultural change, botanical structures, labor history, resistance art, social transformation, consciousness, community, to name only a few).  Historical and contemporary issues are equally acceptable, depending on your interests. 

IV. OUTLINE: This section should be an informal brainstorm outline or visual map of the major sections and subtopics that you think, at this point, will be necessary to answer your question.  The outline should tell the reader what points you will try to explore to answer your question.

V. RESEARCH STRATEGY (the methods section): Here you should identify the major steps you think you will need to undertake to complete your research. What kinds of information or data will you need (e.g., library data, statistical data, interview data)?  If you will need access to specific document collections, or to gain permission to do interviews with people (Human Subjects Review), you will need to get started right away making the necessary arrangements.  This section should provide a timetable for doing the research that shows that the project is feasible within the time frame of the program.

VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY: List all of the sources you have targeted for your paper so far.  For each source give a one-two sentence summary of its contents indicating its relevance to your question.  Please use the MLA citation format as your referencing system.  If you have questions about citation, style, or grammar, consult the library web page “Citation and Style Guide” at http://www.evergreen.edu/library/catalog/librarycatalog.htm. 

Here is a sample annotated bibliography entry for a paper on sugar and labor:

Mintz, Sidney W.  Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History.  New 

York: Penguin, 1985.  This book discusses how sugar changed from a luxury consumed by a small elite to an everyday necessity in England between the 17th and 19th centuries.  Mintz addresses sugar consumption with relation to the rise of capitalism and resulting new labor and eating patterns in Europe and the US.

Research Process and Deadlines (see program syllabus for dates)

Week 1: Monday: How to Write Research Proposals


Tuesday: Library Workshop #1 (Overview of Resources)

Week 2: Monday: Library Workshop #2 (Databases); find at least 3 scholarly articles for 

your topic.


Thursday: Research Proposal due by 3pm.

Week 3: See writing tutor this week for work on scholarly articles essay.

Week 4: Monday: Writing Workshop on 3-5-page analysis of 3 scholarly articles.


Thursday: Final Analysis of Scholarly Articles due by 3pm.

Week 5: See writing tutor this week for work on introduction and provisional thesis.
Week 6: Monday: Writing Workshop on research paper introduction with provisional thesis and 

first piece of evidence for paper’s body (2-3 pages).

Thursday: Provisional Intro/First Evidence due by 3pm.

Week 7: See writing tutor this week for work on draft of research paper.

Week 8: Monday: Writing Workshop on 6-8-page draft of research paper; this version will go to 

seminar leader for comments by the end of the week.  See writing tutor before final draft 

is due.

Week 9: Thursday: Final 8-10-page Research Paper due by 3 pm.

Week 10: Oral Presentations of Research.

We urge you to take advantage of all the resources available to help you with your project: you can make appointments with writing tutors at any and all points in the process; there are reference librarians on duty every hour the library is open and they love to answer your questions; your faculty seminar leader has office hours for you to stop by and consult (and you can make appointments).  So don’t be afraid to ask for help along the way.  Enjoy your investigations!

