Seeds of Change: Food, Culture, and Work

NAME:______________________

Take-Home Final Exam 

Spring 2008

Here is an advance copy of the take-home final exam.  Feel free to start thinking about your responses, but we don’t expect everyone to begin working full-time on the exam until next Tuesday’s workshop (May 27).  Please bring all your program notes and texts to class for this workshop.  There may be some choice involved in the number of questions you will answer; this will be announced in the workshop.  We expect 6-10 total pages of writing (typed, double-spaced), to be turned in to your seminar leader by 3pm on Thursday, May 29.

Essay Questions: Answer the following questions, each in essay form, offering as much detail and specificity as possible.  Be sure to address all parts of the question, and to push your analysis as deep as you are able, citing program references within the text.

1. What do you think is the most significant problem we have studied this year?  

a) Why is it significant?  

b) What has caused this problem?  

c) What solutions could address this problem, in other words, articulate a vision or goal for

change?  

d) What actions could you take to contribute to a solution, both in the short term and 

the long term?

2. Which of the social movements that we have studied this quarter have you found the most instructive and/or inspiring?  

a) Why have you found it the most instructive and/or inspiring?  

b) What specific factors have enabled that movement to work? 

c) Is something similar happening now in the US?  If so, what would enable it to flourish more fully?  If not, why not--what’s getting in the way?

3. In class, you prepared a “web of causality” for the current food crisis (corn and soy versus rice and wheat).  Don’t reproduce that here.  Instead, thinking about its implications, please explore: what are some short term and long term changes or solutions that would address this food crisis?

4. What potential roles does art (theatre, poetry, film, murals, etc) have in creating social change?  Give specific examples from our program materials this year.

5. Thinking about this year’s work as a whole: a) How do power relations within society become manifested in food and diet, in farm work and in our stories, representations, and knowledge of food?  b) In what ways might alterations in power relations in any given society result in altered food, work, and culture?

6. Re-read the last chapter of Rodriquez and Part V (and particularly Chapter 22) of Korten.  Both books call us to create a vision of the future that we want to live.  

a) Describe some of the central features of your vision in some detail.  (This might invoke

 the exercise "draw your world" from our first fall quarter seminar.) 

b) What is or will be your role(s) in making this vision a reality?

