Week 2: Saturday, October 27 - Friday, November 2

We are going to discuss how Hollywood movies portray (or “re-present”) Arab peoples.  Our text will be the Media Education Foundation’s new 45 minute film Reel Bad Arabs. You will be watching this film as a class, and then we will be discussing it here in our Global Module. 

By watching and then discussing Reel Bad Arabs, we’ll have the chance to discuss a powerful kind of “medium” (Hollywood movies) and how movies represent (or misrepresent – some use the word “stereotype”) a particular group of people: in this case, Arabs.

Once you watch the film, we will answer a series of questions.  You will be required to post answers at least twice, although you can contribute more often if you wish.  

You can either post an original answer to a question or comment on the posting of another student.  Either way, your postings should be detailed and analytical, and at least one paragraph in length.  

If you are late posting for the week do not simply answer a question that has already been answered by another student – contribute in a new way. Again, length should be at least one paragraph. 

Build upon your fellow students’ answers.  

Think of it as the class as a whole answering the questions.

Our questions:

1. What does it mean to “stereotype” a person or a group of people?

2. The word “re-present” literally means “to again show or make visible some thing or some one.” With this definition in mind, what examples from popular Hollywood movies does Reel Bad Arabs (RBA) give to support the movie’s central claim: Hollywood movies “MIS-represent” Arabs? 

3. What does the word “vilify” mean? Why is the subtitle of this film called “How Hollywood Vilifies a People”? Do you agree with the movie’s thesis here?


4. The scholar in the RBA film is a man named “Dr. Jack Shaheen.” What personal and professional information can you find out about him online? Please post any available links or information that may help us understand his point of view more completely.

5. What kind of an organization is “the Media Education Foundation (MEF)”? Please take a few minutes to research MEF online, and share what you learn with the rest of the group.

6. In the “Introduction” section of the film, how are Arabs portrayed by the makers of Reel Bad Arabs? Does this portrayal of Arabs seem accurate, based on the Hollywood movies you might have seen that feature Arab characters?

7. In the “Myths of Arabland” section of the RBF film, describe 1 or 2 of the “myths” the film RBA claims are part of Hollywood’s stereotyping of Arabs.

8. After watching the RBA section of the film called “The Arab Threat: Mideast Politics and Hollywood,” what are some of the connections the RNA film makes between between real-life politics and the Hollywood’s “Arabland”? Do you agree with the connections made by the makers of the RBA film? Do they leave out important stories or other political points of view? Be specific here.

9. What are the main points about stereotyping Arabs made by the makers of RBA in the section entitled “Terror, Inc.: Demonizing Palestinians and Muslims”? 

10. In the section of the RBA film entitled “The Only Good Arab…”, what points do the makers of the RBA film try to get across to the viewers?

11. What does the phrase “Islamophobia” mean in this section of the RBA film? The phrase is similar to a phrase called “Islamofascism.” What does this second phrase mean, and where does it come from?

12. The last section of the film, “Getting Real,” is the most important part of the RBA film. What solutions does Jack Shaheen present for countering or stopping the use of Arab stereotypes in Hollywood movies? Which of these solutions seem the most realistic, and which seem the least realistic, in your mind?

13. List ONE popular films or TV show NOT MENTIONED in the RBA film that feature Arab characters who are NOT presented in a stereotypical way. Be specific, and provide any links for us to see and share.

(Example: London-born Indian actor Naveen Andrews plays an Iraqi Arab named Sayid on the popular TV series “Lost,” and is a remarkably complex and interesting character. Here’s a link: http://www.lost-tv.com/cast/andrews.html)
